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Center for Ethnicity and Development (CESD) was established
in the early 1990s within the Social Research Institute, Chiang
Mai University, when highland development activity in North-
ern Thailand was at its peak. Since the beginning, the center has
tried to engage in academic research on state’s civilizing project
and its impacts on ethnic communities. As an academic research
center, we questioned the dominant development paradigm in
the highland of Northern Thailand and tried to understand how
the ethnic minorities were marginalized and excluded from de-
velopment. During the last fifty years, highland development
seems to mean domestication rather empowerment for the
highlanders.

Document, reports, books, photos and films generated
during this half century of highland development by develop-
ment workers, anthropologists, researchers, missionaries and
sojourners are quite extensive. From a research point of view,
they are the “footprints” of those who travelled on the path of
highland development one way or another. They are traces of
development which can be examined, assessed and analyzed
by students of development. Most of these materials were dili-
gently collected by the Tribal Research Institute which, unfor-
tunately, was dissolved in 2003. Realizing this invaluable asset,
CESD has salvaged and kept them in our archive, making them
accessible for researchers and students. The CESD collection has
later received additional materials and photos from several sen-
ior anthropologists and missionaries working in the highland
communities who wanted to share their collection to others. We
are deeply gratitude to them.
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The idea to put together photo books came from our interest in
developing visual ethnography at CESD. We realize that photographs
and films are an effective means to represent social reality. They can
provide description of the present as well as reveal records of the past.
Our first photo book, Line, Colors and Life, is visual representation of
the contemporary highlanders’ knowledge and wisdom. It aims to show
the intricacy of the highland lives and livelihoods. Picturing Highland-
ers is conceived of differently. It draws upon our existing large photo
collection. It aims to depict the transformation of the highland com-
munities.

On the Picturing Highlanders is possible because of the genu-
ine efforts by Dr. Olivier Evrard and Dr. Prasit Leepreecha who spent
hours and hours to choose, classify, compare and describe hundreds of
images so as to trace the track of fifty years of development in the high-
land of Northern Thailand. On behalf of CESD, I want to express our
gratitude to their contribution which has brought the photos in our
archive to live. My special thanks go to IRD and EU-SEATIDE project
for its generous support in publishing this photo book.

Chayan Vaddhanaphuti, Ph.D.
Director, CESD
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This book is not an academic study of the ethnic minorities living in
the highlands of Northern Thailand'. Nor does it pretend to assess
all the changes that occurred in their lifestyle in the course of the
last decades. It offers simply a glimpse on the photographic archives
available at the Centre for Ethnic Studies and Development (CESD)
of Chiang Mai University. This collection is unique in Thailand by its
size (more than 60,000 images), its geographic and ethnographic fo-
cus (highland populations of the Northern regions) and its time span
(the images cover the period between early 1950s and present). It owes
its existence to the historical context of the development of anthropol-
ogy in Northern Thailand as well as to the personal dedication of the
researchers of the CESD and the financial and technical support they
received from various institutions.

The study of highland populations developed more slowly in
Northern Thailand than in the regions under direct colonial rule. In
Northern Burma or in the Central Highland of Vietnam for instance,
missionaries, administrators and ethnographers (more or less in this
order) conducted in-depth monographs as soon as the end of the 1gth
century and throughout the first half of the 20th century. Even if some
of them suffer from strong ideological biases due to the religious or
political motivations of their author, these studies still constitute today
milestones for social anthropology in Southeast Asia. They came with
huge amount of notes, drawings and photographic archives, most of

! We refer here to populations culturally distinct from the majority of the Thai citizens, most
of who speak a language related to the Tai linguistic family. Those populations are for most
of them transnational and can be found in great numbers in neighbouring countries. They
include most famously Karen, Lawa, Akha, Lisu, Lahu, Hmong, Mien, Lua as well as smaller
ethnic groups such as Khmu, Mlabri, Palaung, Kayanetc There is no official census of these
ethnic groups at the national level. The most recent and precise data are given in a report
conducted in 2002 by a joint team of the Department of Social Development and Welfare and
Unicef in 20 northern provinces. According to this report, highland ethnic groups amounted
nearly one million of people at that time. They made up only 1,6 % of the total population of
Thailand but this proportion is much higher in some of the Northern provinces (up to 50%
in Mae Hong Son for instance), see Ministry of Social Development and Human Security and
UNICEE, 2002, Highland communities within 20 provinces of Thailand
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them still unpublished. By comparison, the northern regions of the
kingdom of Siam became known mainly through the accounts of Eu-
ropean scientists, missionaries, travelers or diplomats, but few, if any,
professional anthropologists conducted in-depth and long-term field
study among highland populations at that time. The Journal of Siam
Society was founded in 1904 and published several early ethnographic
articles along with pictures about the Northern highland populations
(especially on the Lawa, during the 1920s and 1930s) but on the whole,
highland villages of this region remained largely understudied com-
pared to other areas of Southeast Asia.

Things changed radically after the Second World War. Most of
the highland areas of Southeast Asia, including Yunnan, became hard-
ly accessible for survey or fieldwork. Civil or international conflicts
that erupted during the decolonization and Cold War periods were
followed by two decades of nearly complete closure under communist
rule. By contrast, the highlands of Northern Thailand remained rela-
tively opened for Western anthropologists-as well as for the mission-
aries who had fled the neighbouring countries. Simultaneously, the
Thai State became more eager to secure its borders and to effectively
control its geographical and cultural margins. It launched highland
development programmes to solve what was then labelled the “Hill
Tribe problem”. These programmes involvedsocio-economic survey,
merging or resettlement of ethnic villages, constructions of public
infrastructures (roads, water-pipe system, schools, health centres), ag-
ricultural innovations and campaigns for opium eradication. This is
the context in which Western anthropologists, as well as development
experts, worked alongside with Thai scholars and civil servants, in-
troducing new techniques and gathering valuable ethnographic data,
including numerous photographs.

Most of the written and visual archives from this period were
kept in the premises of the Tribal Research Institute (TRI), which was
established as the Tribal Research Centre in 1965 inside Chiang Mai
University under the auspices of the Ministry of Interior. The TRI was
dissolved in 2002 and its archives were moved to the Tribal Museum.
They included 81 reels of 16mm films, 300 black and white pictures
and more than 2,000 colour photographs and slides. In 2005, the CESD
researchers started to digitize this collection in the framework of a col-
laborative project with an anthropologist of the Institut de Recherche
pour le Développement (IRD) in France. Together, we collected new
images from the same period by accessing the private archives of sev-
eral anthropologists and missionaries who had worked in Thailand
and added those to the existing collection. Meanwhile, our on-going
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researches among the highlanders of Thailand and Laos allowed us
to further enrich these visual archives with more recent (and digital)
pictures®. In 2013, we received funding from the Institut Francais to or-
ganize a photograph exhibition on the highlanders of Thailand. This
book comes as a complement, so to speak, of this event.

The current context of anthropological research among the
highlanders differs markedly from the previous decades but it is not
always easy to qualify precisely those changes. Certainly, national in-
tegration, technological innovations and economic globalization have
deeply impacted livelihoods and cultural practices in highland villag-
es. Those broad and somewhat inelegant terms refer to many differ-
ent phenomena: labour migrations, commercial agriculture, religious
conversions, literacy, tourism etc. They are often equated with forms
of assimilation of the highland societies into the lowlands social and
economic space, and therefore with cultural impoverishment. Our ex-
perience however shows that they can also contribute to the perpetu-
ation of a highland distinctiveness (and marginality), if only because
ethnic organizations and local NGOs, rather than government bodies,
are now the primary actors of development in their villages and claim
specific cultural rights.

We did not have the time, or the means, to explore these issues

thoroughly in this book. Instead, we only highlighted some of the key

themes along which those transformations occur in the highlanders’
identity. We aimed for a wide audience, including members of local
communities with whom we regularly discussed and reflect on these
changes. We also conceived our work as a first step toward a more
scholarly informed publication devoted specifically to a visual and re-
flexive history of anthropology in the highlands of Thailand.

Olivier Evrard and Prasit Leepreecha

2 Though this book relates specifically to the highlanders of Thailand, we have also included a

few pictures from Laos when they filled a gap in our Thai collection and when we felt that they

were also relevant for the understanding of ethnicity in the Thai highlands. We are aware that
the interethnic context is very different in Laos and would deserve a separate volume.
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for Social Sciences and Sustainable Development (RCSD, a research centre of CMU), under the
framework of its participation in a European-funded research project on national and regional
integration in Southeast Asia (Seatide).

Many individuals were also involved at one stage or another in this project. First, and most
obviously, we are indebted to the authors of these images, and to their relatives, who gave us access
to their private archives, most especially and in alphabetical order: Clark Cunningham, Lucien
Hanks, Peter Hinton, Charles E Keyes, Jacques Lemoine, Hans Manndorff, Wichian Khacha-Anan,
Imogene Williams and Witoon Buadaeng. A complete list of authors and of their photographs is
included at the end of the book.

Our colleague, Kwanchewan Buadaeng directly participated in the creation of the CESD
visual archives between 2005 and 2009 and she obtained the initial grant we received from CMU
under the “Living Library” project in 2006.

Thavon Fufueang gave us access to the collection of visual archives at the Tribal Museum.
Several CESD staff helped to collect, clean and digitize the photographs: Jukkam Matuthaphun,
Jakkrapong Aopradit, Ugrid Chomyim, Siriwit Patitham, Phongphong Soikhamhuang and Am-
ema Saeju. Alexander Trupp, from the University of Vienna in Austria, helped us to contact Hans
Manndorff and to acquire high-resolution scans of his photographs.

Lahu, Mien, Akha, Lisu and Karen informants give us additional details about some of the
pictures and helped us complete the captions: Jakhadte Jayo, Earnjoy Saelee, Manoon Thainuraks,
Wiwat Tami and Waiying Thongbue. We are indebted to Louis Gabaude for his comments on the
pictures related to religious conversions, as well as to Yves Goudineau and Vanina Bouté for their
comments on earlier versions of these texts. The director of CESD, Chayan Vaddhanaphuti, kindly
offered advice during the preparation of this book and provided a foreword.

We would like to thank Marie-Noélle Favier, Thomas Mourier and Marie-Lise Sabrié, from
IRD, for the financial and technical support we received from IRD. Amélie Piroux, from IRD
Representative Office in Bangkok, had a decisive role in the creation of the exhibition and the
publishing of this book: she helped us to obtain a grant from the Institut Francais; she participated
in the selection of the pictures and in the translation of their French-language captions; and she
took care of logistic and organizational issues.
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Moving and Settling
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In public discourse, the ethnic minorities of Thailand are
often considered as relatively recent immigrants to the
country but there is in fact considerable variation from one
group to another. Populations such as the Akha, Hmong,
Mien, Lahu and Lisu settled in the uplands of Lanna only
during the second half of the 19th century. Other groups,
such as the Karen, are much older in the area but some of
their members have migrated recently from Burma and
live precariously along the border. Finally, groups such as
the Lua and the Htin are indigenous to this region. They
had settled in the lowlands before being driven to the
uplands after the creation of the first Tai kingdoms.

Another common assumption is that these populations are
highly mobile and less rooted than the lowlanders. Ironi-
cally however, the mobility of settlements has been histori-
cally higher in the lowlands than in the uplands. During
recent decades, many highland villages have resettled or
merged in the plains to comply with State regulations on
forest areas or to get closer to infrastructure. Migrations
from neighbouring countries also occurred, often in emer-
gency situations such as in the cases of Hmong, Mien,
Khmu, Shan and Karen refugees. Nowadays, mobility of the
highlanders usually takes place at an individual level, with
many villagers moving temporarily to the lowland for
education or labour.
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Ban Tun, Mae Chaem district, Mai province (1996) Sunset  #ULfiu
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Ban Dongluang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968) Ban Mae Poon, Chiang Mai province (1974)

TNUAINAY a.ulRzIFeY A LldaiReu (weoo) tnunlyu 2.w510 . 8alnl (weon)

A field hut in the swidden. Upland villages are often created on When an upland village experiences
or nearby an old field either by new immigrants or by a group demographic growth, fields tend to
from an existing village. become further away from the houses.
nszviaululs vyjdnulutiinamseglulssnnuialndidus \ovszensluguyuinniu )
Inegdnedulnidvieaulunydouivduvanueanun Wunlsfisurenaeanvinanyiauuiniu
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The Thai state encouraged the uplands’ small
villages to move and merge in order to create bigger
settlements and make the implementation of
development policies easier. Villages usually moved
in the cold season, just after the harvest and before
the start of the new agricultural cycle. Resettlement
of upland villages also occurred in Laos for the same
reasons but more recently and on a bigger scale.

Ban Phraya Phay, Mae Fa Luang, Chiang Rai province (1964)

- i = 05
tuwgnlwg a.udiamang a.13u958 (weon)

Ban Phraya Phay, Mae Fa Luang, Chiang Rai province (1964)
tuwnlwg a.udimang a.39518 (weon)
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Preparing thatch grass for the roof requires a lot
of labour. Household members prepare the
thatch grass sections. On the day the house is
actually built, relatives and neighbours all join
together to finish the work in one single day.

NISLATHULATRIUAUNIIANWOLINAIAN

AalEUTINUNIATIEaU  IHENAIATWTDULAT
WautnuyRfingazundaiugietnuliiggalaluiulfien

Ban Kang Ho, Pua district, Nan province (1965) o6 Ban Lum. Mae taeng district, Chiang Mai province (1966)
UnuAvda a.97 1.1 (eeoc) Unugy a.utiuny 31889y (weow)
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Ban Dongluang, Mae Hong Son province (1968) Ban Pa Kam, Bo Kluea district, Nan province (2008)
UNUAIVIATY B LUAZISEY A.LUddReU (weoo) Jauthin a.Usinda 2.u1u (weeo)

Today, some highland households still keep thatched roofs because they
are less expensive than roof-iles or corrugated iron sheets and it keeps the
house cooler during the dry season. In some cases, it also complements the
form and the size of the house in traditional architecture.

Traditional houses are entirely constructed from

natural materials. Here, the base of the roof ﬁ?'?'”u Hﬂuiugu‘ﬁuuuzﬂum?d'ﬂ’]uqu'l,uuavm;lam“[:‘ﬁ
structure is lashed into position with strong strips NAIAMEIAMIBlUADIAY 1THBIANUTENERAEUNGN
of rattan.

nasANTzidaansedingd uazfovinlitnwdundnsot
UnuAaRLTUgLIUBIAWUERS19NNTARTTTUIRNINLA
lianunasantunwilgnynlinananitvinannliaau

A8NILTINT
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Ban Mokkoud, Nalae district, Luarlg Namtha province, Laos (1995)
ﬁﬂuwuaﬂqm WWasuiua Luavadstiamn ann (ecac)

Detail of the roof of a field hut. In some regions, during the
rainy season, villagers can spend most of their time in their
field huts, rather than in the village. They therefore build huts
with care and ensure they are big enough for the whole family.

nasanTzviaululsiasnadIRanau nszviauiialy
UnndnvunnInadiniunsaTauaTiianaldinandiulug
Tulsunnndntumydnulugaagguwiziagn



Various ethnic groups traditionally set up a gate at the
entrance to their village. Among the Akha, this custom takes
place once each year and the villagers also prepare two
statues representing a couple to place nearby the gate.
NANUYUBUBIRWUTRTWUTzANadmyUnuld gnmandniiussiwd
a39uszavydnunnt MszplfisUadndvdesnuatsio

Ban Saenchai, Mae Fah Luang district, Chiang Rai province (1964)

Pnunaula a.udiIvang a.fu9sne (weon)

Among the Khmu, the village gate
is generally a temporary one, built
for special occasions such as
harvests, village rituals or
epidemics.

dmTurney Uszavytnuidudseg
#9A517 Aadlulannaies gu
Tuggiviien Wedssnaunsngsu
wyjtnu wsaladilsAszun
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A Dara-ang woman walks with her horse loaded
with rice. Horses are still in use today, especially
for short distance trips to the market.
NIANTZRINULNFANTATEYUTNIRNT
FUIUUUNUNgInanauviadalgdnmng
vuraslunanalng 9 agfmniul

Ban Mae La Mao, Mae Sot district, Tak province (1964)

Unundaziun a.ulgan 1.070 (ecoa)

Some ethnic groups, such as the Hmong, the Lisu, the Akha and the
Dara-ang raise small horses to use for transporting goods. This was also
the case with caravan traders from Yunnan before modern roads and cars
altered mobility patterns.

UNNFUBIRARUGIEUTLY A 8197 MTaANT2a9
WAelFTINAN9AANTUNITVUR I AN AR WAL RUAN
naufinuukazsasudazvinlvigluuunisdyasiasuly

Ban Nawlae, Fang district, Chiang Mai province (2009)

tnuuaua 2.0 a.fieslnl (weew)
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Ban Dongluang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1988)
TUAIVIATY B LUAzSed A.uldaiRay (weme)

Karen used elephants rather than horses for transportation,
as did lowland Thais. During the boom of the teak
economy, Karen became well-known mahouts. Today,
elephants have become mostly tourist attractions.

ymnzwFesfonlifnaduisasuaulngiusoy
TutnefigsAavinliifadas wanwaufuiigan
TugnuzanFefiidunengy winluilagiu
Fedrulvajgnidudidausulinriaaien
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A Chinese trader from Yunnan walks with his horses loaded with goods for
barter and trade. These traders played a role of cultural and commercial
intermediaries between highlanders and lowlanders who relied on them to
get access to various kinds of products.

WOANAUYUUNUAULIANRUANIILYN

waswatllduAunananIn1IsnunIgAn
UAEIRIUTTTUTENINYUTULUN U GINUNUTIU

Unknown . .
lidsanganuiuazdnanuniw

Ban Longlan, Luang Prabang province, Laos (2012)
17 Unuandau LHalazlanaingzuny Uszinaann (eeee)
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Highland farmers now use pickup
trucks to sell their products in
lowlands markets. The construction
of modern roads made the fluvial
trade nearly disappear and
facilitated the development of a
cash-crop economy in highland
villages.

flaqUiuinunsnIuuRuiigaldsanszus
yuradllungluaanaR LTI
ANTEEsOLURBENLIEANLAZAIN
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Ban Vat, Nalae district, Luang Namtha province, Laos (1996)
Uaudn Waduana weeuanstinn Uszineann (wenc)

Villagers return from a nearby
market. In the narrow valleys
of the northern areas, rivers
used to be more important
than roads for transportation
and trade, at least during the
rainy season.

FIIUNUAUNNNAVANNARTA
Tuyuinniawmile ey
LWUNINITLAUNIILAZNTAN
fifiAnudnAyuinndnauu

atdasfilutaangelu

Nam Tha river, Laos (1996)
WaIUILa La29vat9innn a1 (weas)

Until very recently,
regular taxi boats
used to connect the
city of Luang
Namtha in Northern
Laos with the
Mekong. The trip
took two full days
downriver, and three
days upriver.

uaulaqiu
Fasuanadadu
WMUEIEaUNaI
dnnalunnamile
P09aN T ULLUNTg
ANTLAUNNINIILN
151981894974 78
AEENRUTUVUUN
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Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1967)
f.uURISEY 4. uldnRau (weoo)

Crossing the river using push poles. Engines were not widely used for small distances before the 1970s.
Transport by ox cart was common during the dry season when water was too low for boats.
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Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1967)
2.UlRI5U9 A.uldasdau (ee¢eo)
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A Hmong refugee and her son in Nam Yao refugee camp in
Thailand after fleeing from Laos during the communist takeover.
Many refugees walked for days before reaching Thailand,
enduring starvation and sickness.

v
va o v

naasurnlitugnuneludAtugantuieny  ganumandiiuniaun
Uszmalnanasanninssaneuifadanilasufusuzsidudinasesdsena
nangAuanatntazlaullglussndnnisiiun1siiunaienuiu

Nam Yao refugee camp, Pua district, Nan province (1975)
Antanuung 8.09 1.Uu (eeoc)

An old and sick Mien man is carried
by some of his relatives to cross the
Thai-Lao border and reach a refugee
camp on the Thai side. Tens of
thousands of ethnic refugees
migrated to Thailand from Laos
between 1975 and 1977.

gARtasEsAuMaass i oudny
saunulng-annundanasaludiing
fadurutmanaviiuanewaina
Wndszmalnelugal w.e. weos-wewo



-
- -
- -
- -
-
- -
-
- -
-
- -
-
- -
-
- -
-
-
-
» -

Pua district office, Pua, Nan province (1975)
faannsenneta a.du (eeec)

Due to the conflict between the Burmese military
regime and ethnic minorities, many refugee camps
have been set up along the Thai-Myanmar border.
Thailand currently hosts around 84,900 registered
refugees and an estimated 62,000 unregistered
asylum-seekers from Myanmar in nine different
camps along the border. (UNHCR, 2013)

o

AtgastuurngLauwdadunasnaAuiaudsEnIng
TyunanvnwinAungunivug - dagtulszmelng

U
ﬁmﬂﬁﬁ al

HYULLNIANWLN & WU LAz umanﬂw«mm ey
UT30 ce,q00 AU ﬂ'LI@ﬂﬂ‘leJ’]m 918,000
Aunlulaaanzidau (UNHCR, wees)

Hmong and Mien refugees arrived in Pua
city and are given temporary shelter under
the district office. Most of them were finally
resettled in Western countries. The other ones
stayed in Thailand and joined relatives in
existing villages.
HanuislasidauninaAunufeTndndiu
lisunnsantiwnseatlsiguidinisannatl

Uaqiiu mumu“lmmlﬂmauﬁﬁuiwuiuﬂi MAREIULAD

mummaamﬁﬂamumﬂmwuaﬂuﬂi LInAlng

Tha Song Yang district, Tak province (2006)

.7N88980 2.0 (weex)
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Hunting and Fishing

o
WU an

Hunting and trapping are essential parts of traditional upland
farming systems. The hills host a great variety of animal species
and most of the creatures find their subsistence in the clearings,

or in the nearby fallow woods, rather than in the deep old forests.

The meat acquired through trapping or hunting is often dried

and kept for serving meals during the periods of the agricultural
cycle when several households combine their labor force. These

are therefore important activities which children learn from a
young age, starting with insects and small rodents before taking

part in more serious hunts with the adults.

Being simultaneously a sum of techniques and an economy
linked to a lifestyle; hunting, fishing and trapping are also highly
symbolic activities. They involve a series of representations
concerning social order as well as relations with the natural and
the supernatural world.

First, and most obviously, they mirror the sexual division of tasks
in the sense that they are nearly exclusively male activities, while
women collect edible plants. Second, wild animals are not
considered only as prey but also as signs of supernatural entities,
or principles, which share the world with human beings. Hunting
or trapping an animal is therefore engaging in a relationship of
exchange with these spirits, which are considered literally as
“owners” of the game. Finally, some ethnic groups also follow
prohibitions related to the existence of clans identified by the
name of an animal or a plant
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Lamam district, Sekong province, Laos (199

U waaEned Uszineana (weme)

Fishing with a casting net
in shallow water.

nanwAlulnfU

27



28

Ban Lawi, Lamam, Sekong province, Laos (1994)

tnuazd Wesazuny wuaasned UsemAann (eeaa)

Y Fishing in shallow water. N3 vdanludnfu



Ban Vat, Nalae district, Lu Namtha province, Laos (1995)
tnudn 1lasunia Ladvnaaion dszinaann (eeac)

Fishing in shallow water:  nqguauatutau Coming back from fishing.
three men drive fish gandgultliladan navatnmlan

upstream with their sticks
while a fourth one throws ; .
a casting net. nInagnanun

TUaudniwalvidnau
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Ban Huey Lueang, Mueang District, Tak province (1965)
tnusineinaay a.lad 2.0 (weoc)

Ban Huey Nam Khek, Nakhon Thai, Phitsanulok Province (1957)
tuinaundn e.uasing a.Wunlan (ecoo) 31

A Hmong man prepares his crossbow for
hunting birds. In those days, hunting
and gathering was the main source of
food for family consumption.

81 5LINNAAS AU TNl A un Tuafe
N151NYaIULaaN&gaS 1udtn1snae st
Nd1Ay uanmilaannnisinemns

Children proudly exhibit a kalaw (Rufous AN 9 anauntanfinsiuraswaniunauls
Hornbill) killed by one of the village atnila tdagiuunSenidudndin
hunters. Today, kalaw are protected by law & 5263593 inguune uazfiadnifudni
and considered as indicators of forests Ty - ,

with high biodiversity. UITANUTAINUNAIUNNTINTNIRIUN
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Ban Huey Lueang, Mueang District, Tak province (1961)
Unuvineinand o188 2.0 (eeoe)

Two hunters bring a dead leopard back to the village. The feline
used to be hunted because it was considered dangerous to humans
and livestock. With the creation of the first national parks in the
1960s, law prohibited hunting such big animals.

il i & g
> L .

wumnatihsadannindumiing @eanddeldudn-fingu
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Ban Mae Lamao, Mae Sot District, Tak Province (1963)
Unuldasiun 8.ulgan 2.09n (e¢ow)

Ban Mokkoud, Nalae district, Luang Namtha province, Laos (1995)
dunuanna HasuIla WunImang Uszinaann (weac)
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¥

A hunter returns from the ungwWsugtllwsnauuaintn A small dead-fall trap set up TUAN&Ri9NTals

U

forest to the village. He gz wneduantasaifunnns in the fence of a swidden field.

carries a modern gun that ., , 0010 (aqntiiflag
he bought in the lowlands.



Ban Longmun, Nalae ydistrict, Luang ha province, Laos (2011)
diasunua Luaanasionn Uszinaa ¢ee) 36

36. A bird tried to take the bait and is
caught by the snare trap.

37. A pack of bird traps ready to be used.
38. Setting a bird trap.

36. ungnindaaaidindusn

37. fuanunwiaulfanu

38. ARAINUANUN

Ban Saen Charuen, Chiang rai province (2008) Ban Longmun, Luan prov., Laos (2011)
UNULEULAIE B.UURTIY A.1589978 (eeeo) fnuanIdu Lu9uand Uszinaan (weee)




Ban Chomsy, Nalae district, Luang Namtha Province, Laos (1995)

tnuaaud fasuiua aasnanionn Usanaann (weac)

Two hunters travel along an abandoned swidden. They
carry their locally-made rifles since it is not unusual to see
deer or wild boar foraging in the swidden after the harvest.
ungwsunvaasauLuntulndaulssan
WuFasUnanwaniunanalawuiiavzenyn
Annasvadululsnaaiuiigd
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Ban Nong Jed Nui, Kanlayaniwathana district, Chiang Mai Province (1970)
dnunuadidaniiy a.Aaunddaun a.8uslny (ecoa)

A Karen hunter shows to the photographer the deer
he just killed with his rifle in a forest

WIIUBIINLLUTEIRIALAIRLLRTsulAanUATnanytinu

U
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FARMING
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VAT

The highlanders have traditionally practised various forms of
forest rotational farming, all of them involving burning the fields
before seeding, and leaving the fields fallow for long periods of
time afterwards. In addition to rice, various crops have long been
cultivated on the slopes, either mixed with paddy (corn, millet,
gourds) or in separate fields (opium). These agricultural systems
are complementary, rather than in opposition with, those of the
lowlands: highlanders have developed wetrice agriculture in
some areas while, conversely, burning rice fields, gardens or even
forests is a common occurrence among the lowlanders.

Upland rotational farming is often seen as a direct cause of
deforestation. Demographic pressure as well as land shortage due
to new regulations on forests can indeed force the highlanders to

shorten the duration of the fallow, thereby threatening the

regrowth of the vegetation. However, under favourable
demographic and climatic conditions, traditional rotational
faming systems appear more sustainable than the intensive
cash-crop agriculture currently promoted in the uplands by
agro-farming companies: biodiversity is higher and the use of
chemical input is nearly non-existent.
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Ban Dong Luang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

UNUAINANY, B.uUAEISeY A.uldeaal (weoo)

The threshed rice still has sticks ~ #1971uIALATITLAYTIINADDE]
and bits of stalk in it.
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43.

- AR, . 4t
. R

46.
47.
Faugana saraunisifuifuafiazuni

Ban Dong Luang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

UUAINATY B.hUF2I58Y A.uldedReU (e¢eo)

HUlTUTINa N MTUNIT AT LN TUNAU
lsnFaudmunisasuanwug
n&ndnaunssantiuanniufu
Iawdaanelfiuadusiy
AUTNIDBNTIINATATRNINADITUTY

43. The swidden are dry and ready to be burned
44. The swidden are ready to be sown with seed.

47. In October the rice plants bear grain that graduall

38

45. Out in the swiddens, green shoots of rice burst through the surface of the soil.
46. Under low wet clouds, the hillsides are clothed in green.



Dong Luang, Mae Sariang district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

UUAINAY 9.4UF2589 A.uldesReu (e¢es)

A villager throws water on her thatch as salt is
tossed to guage wind direction. As the swiddens
catch fire, it is customary to make small
offerings, with a muttered prayer, of tobacco,
areca nut and cotton seeds wrapped in leaves,
throwing them towards the flames to influence
the course they take.

a od =3 o ' o A
nejegilannindundsnuasninuindainaniuny
Arn1say snzwselusawdnazlauiesngu
nunuazaningidonadln iiadulnigdunsas

Back in the village, people dampen their
roofs as a precaution against flying sparks.

FUNUNLsEInnasvinlvinasantnuwlantu
WaldldidnaziinlWannnisinls

48 49 50

Hunters keep watch for animals fleeing from the
flames.

o 13

gavnusn@Iundsdiugnuiingeisdninana
nillwaanudmytnu
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Ban Phouled, Viengphukha district, Luang Namtha province, Laos (2012)
thuglén eddegen wuaInainm Uszinaan (eeee)

Burning swiddens is still a very common winasvinunazlifuminuilsuunndu nsvinls

Efig%‘i‘;;}&rg‘eltgggggz;‘iﬁfii ‘?:la’ even wuuansuastunfdadudtinnsinunsuasguny
becoming more Widespread‘ ﬁq LR L% 12l Z’T‘Llﬂ an Laﬂ dtﬁ“]ﬂﬁﬁn f '?u‘lj
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Ban Dong Luang, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
TIUAIVIATY B LUAZEE A.uldaedgeU (weeo)

Under ideal conditions fires burn rapidly,
reducing virtually all debris to ash within
an hour.

Tugnmiwmunzay IWazanlndatinesinisa
wmn@sduidnanulanslugaluifian



Ban Dong Luang, Mae Hong Son province (1968) 53 Baw Kluea district, Nan province (2007)
UNUAINATY B.UUFI58d A.uLdedReU (e¢eo) 2.Ualnaa A.U (eeeo)

Digging is usually men’s work,
owing to the sustained strength
it demands.

nnsyangunsandngaduinuliugg
dniduntifvesfyne

Ban Dong Luang, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
TUAIVIATY B LUAzEEd A.uldadgey (weoo)

Holes are filled up with paddy
seeds and left open. Rain runoff
will quickly close them up.

The girls follow the holes all over
the swidden and fill them with seeds.

. L. HuIaziiuAuiNeneaniniaIvgu
nauiiveand1iuad

selvitlumasungaaiaunnqu
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Ban Dong Luang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
UNUAIVATY B.LUREISEd A.uldaaIgeU (weee)

6 Their morning’s work over, the

NAUTIENULTIINLNTLITINN

young men enjoy some rice whisky. 3¢, gqlnndsnunsnunieidin



Ban Dong Luang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
UNUAIVIATY B LUdzEed A.uldadReu (weoo)

People weed carefully round their
rice plants and vegetables.

¥UNUNNRTBRTTBUA LT
LATWYENYDILYNBENNTETATEI

The weeded rice is straight
and waist-high.

linneutlgatfioufigziuied
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Viengphukha, Luang Namtha prov., Laos (2011) Ban Ta Krong, Bokeo province, Laos (2008)
Waadegan ke29radiuimn Usanaan (eeee) YunNgd westauin Useinmann (weeo)

60

Ban Konkud, Nalae disgrict, Luang N a province, Laos (2008)
Wasmauna wdratsunnn Useindana (eees) ()1

59. Under low wet clouds, all the hillsides are clothed in green. In
traditional rotational farming systems, fields are cultivated for
only one year and then left fallow for reforestation.

60-61. Field huts are used as second houses during the monsoon
and as temporary granaries during the harvest.

59. Wawn@glsgulfuuclu nsvinlsvyuidsuluuaanuAanisiwizlgn
Tununuilanesthinan wanssndlsgnnldlisulimuladudndnase
60.-61. nszviauinlsidugdautnungasvasgnitou
Tugaaggnisiwnzugnuasdaldidudadansnaluanuiiuiies
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Ban Daklueng, Nalae district, Luang Namtha province (2012)
UUANUAN WYINaNUInI Useinaann (eeee) 62

The morning mist clears before the harvest starts.
VUANYULENABYININNLNBUTNITNUAaIdaLR UL

Ban Dong Luang, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
TIUAIVIATY B LUAZEE A.ulgedReU (weeo)

The young boys most commonly did the
reaping, and a young girl followed each
one. They enjoyed working together. These
two are well decorated with sunglasses and
marigolds.

dsgnendugifendng daendsasifiunnuiie
Fuswtnundauazanuunedny Nyuann
vingnuRteiuetnIgunauu

Ban Dong Luang, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
TIUAIVIATY B LUAZEE A.uldedReU (weeo) 64

Some populations thresh the paddy simply
by spreading it on a mat and separating
grains from stalks by working the grains
between the feet.

UNWNNQUBIANUFHIUTINNTEIAITUNIW
uIntnasenIsIunty
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Ban Dong Luang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
UNuAINany a.ulRzed .uldasreu (weoo)

The girl ties the sheaf up with a piece of straw before laying it,
suspended above the ground, by the remaining stubble. Great care is
taken to avoid loss of grain by violent movement of the stalks.

N Jr A
; P e ’. \ al .
i TN ookt Bl T
e, l?k‘ A
= o el E\ Tl etd

negsannInsusedlldgnwaudnalinaussanasuu
nadnletenuauey WeldlidesgoRewantnaly



Ngen district, Sayaburi province, Laos (2004) G Ban Dong Luang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

Waadu wadlyazys Usemeang (eeen) TUNUAINAY B.uRzIFEY A uldaireu (weoo)

66. Complementary techniques: irrigated paddy field

(foreground); inundated paddy field (middle); permanent swidden
(burning); and fallow rotational swidden in the background.

67. The terrace farmer’s year begins in June when he begins preparing
his fields for the new planting. The ground has to be broken into clods,
either by ploughing or hoeing. The timing of terrace cultivation is not so
critical as with swidden farming: there is no burn to coordinate with the
monsoon, and rice can be left growing after the rains have ceased.

68. Mix of terraced fields and swiddens.

66. quuunisUgninafivainuany Faumtindeunsatseviu daluds uwdnu
unailWrindegninifag@anuilimyudsufiznntiouimn

wituld wasdnundsdalsgniiniivsesdidlvduliauls

67. yntiuduloulusiadeuiiguisy UiAunnsvinunduiilaty
Lirssnsamdaudulsnyudsy desanlidndudosonnnduufunauduun
68. utuilauazlsuuidiuien

Ban Pa Lao, Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province (1997)

Unudnian a.uunay aLfasing (eeeo)
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Ban Pa Lao, Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province (1997)
tnutian a.uduay a.fedlvd (eeeo)
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Ban Paklang, Pua district, Nan province (2012)

taudanane a.d7 21U (weee)

Swiddens previously planted with paddy are
nowadays used for various kinds of crops.
Here, villagers harvest ginger and put the
roots into plastic bags to load them onto the
middleman’s pick-up. The ginger will be
pickled and most of it exported to Japan.

tUaquu gntnudgnisuanainsialuls
NPIUNIWANFIAUTIAIINAFRAN
iaazruliusonssuzraiwadiALNang
Famaniazgninllnesuazdseanlilszmadiu

q
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50

hong district, Chiang Mai province (1984)
tnuinndny a.9aunad 3.3u3lnl (ecwa)

While promoting new cash crops, the Thai government
enforced its opium eradication policy. Villagers were
encouraged to gather their opium products and seeds
and to burn them in public ceremonies.

Fsunalnasibulasinnsauulgunaaannisignilu
TnagnaaulignidnudniudnwuguasuananvaIny
ymngufuiinansaumnytnu



73. An Akha lady harvesting the coffee trees. Coffee was introduced
to area by the Thai-German Highland Development Programme in
the 1980s. However, it became a major source of income for the
villagers only in early 2000s, following the growing popularity of
coffee drinking among urban Thais and the improving connections
to world markets.

74. With the development of cash-crop agriculture, pesticides and
fertilizers are intensively used in the highlands, thereby generating
soil pollution and health hazards.

Ban Doichang, Chiang Rai province (2008)

o o : - 73
UNUABEITN B.UURTIE A.1589978 (eeeo)

73. nijsandnrindafuuaniud  Tasantsmnniufigsne-luasii
wuzthnudliungusuuouiiusieud w.ea. wemo mnAUARIRS
vingnelFturaedudcnuund Wedamilwiesdaufununiuuiniu
uaznisiananndsaanlusnslszina

74. \laninlgniinirsugialdsuanuiouuwivanedu yusuuuiuigs
AdulFundnuuauazilond SneldiAnuaRvuasfudodegunmn

Pai district, Mae Hong Son province (2011)
2.0 a.uldesseu (eeee)
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PRAYING
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Tus

The religions of the highlanders of Northern Thailand are often
labelled as “animist” and contrasted with those of the Buddhist
lowlands. Such a clear-cut distinction proves far too simplistic
however, if only because many highlanders have for long adopted
Buddhism, while conversely, lowlanders have retained many
non-Buddhist cults in their religious practices.

The highlanders and the lowlanders share similar beliefs in souls
— and their rebirth, and in various kinds of spirits (of places, of
ancestors), which are usually propitiated though animal sacrifice
and can be revealed in trances, dreams or prophecies. Although
Buddhism in theory opposes such practices, it has for long been
coexisting with local cults rather than suppressing them.

Theravada Buddhism is considered the latest manifestation of a
long-term Indian cultural influence that has pervaded Southeast
Asian populations under various forms (Mahayana Buddhism,
Hinduism) and along different channels. Consequently, even
when they did not adopt Buddhism, highlanders have kept in
their corpus of religious beliefs and practices some imprints of
Indian influences and therefore they are never fully or radically
in opposition with the worldviews of the lowlanders.
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Ban Letongku, Umphang district, Tak province (2006)

Tuanedn 8.qun09 .070 (wees)

Bu Ata ritual among the Talaku Karen. Villagers load a WBNTTUVRININLUUTEIATALUULAADIA

bamboo raft full of fruits and let it flow downriver to offer gvinudaasuwliluussnnualivaasluanuusin
LNBYBLAULAIAN

new products for Goddess of Water
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Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1967)
ALY A.UlERaU (e¢eo)
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WEIMALAIUNINAN IR
Tunnsadvanmnslasaviuangulvg

Ritual related to new building
work at a tobacco drying
station: offerings to the Spirits
of the Four Directions.



Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province (2006)
2.u0uaY A8l (wens)

Ban Dong, Mae La Noi district, Mae Hong Son province (20

T N "
Uaumd a.uuandas A.uud2989uU (weea)

Erection of the community pole at the centre of the village. The ritual is very important Carved community post at the centre
among Lawa settlements. It intends to strengthen the social links inside the village and of Ban Dong village.

to ask for protection to the tutelary spirits. ¥4 . v
. HAALINRENINUNZRANAIURINANU VLI

WERuRIRENIVIBLE@IMANULTNY o Tanansguaudan: o TANANIEL LS =T NUA
UaNaMN AT UNITUVBAINUALATEIANINWEATLATLITLAY
fadunisiesuduwusiuguruliudounss
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Dongluang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
TNUAIVIAYY B LURZISEY A.uldaieU (weoo)

0
: At.;kl

— T
e —

79. In the first half of July, when the rice is half grown, various spirits who have
been asked to leave the swidden during clearing are feasted and asked to help
the rice grow. A chicken is offered to all the spirits of the field, requesting their
help in protecting the rice crop from insects and pests.

80. The village priest offers chicken and whisky to the Lord of the Land and
Water who is said to live on a hill nearby the village and is a powerful spirit
famous in Karen folklore.

fudeunangiay iadnniignliiFudedndu eninzmiusastsznauRsnssy
iavaliinanduasinwannfiiaainnieifunisandlsldnduundunsasqua
Fralvidvlnsaniny Usiaanndngiy unmieanuidevesguruvinnisguliuasimgn
Tidnfiidadndudqualuiud
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Mae Taeng district, Chiang Mai province (1992)
a.uuuey A.fudlul (weme)

The chicken bones are used for predicting luck among the
household members. This is a common practice among various
populations, especially at the New Year period.

nananguaAwuglinszgnlnideanialsasznn
nnsvinuneguldnnssyvintugleding

Near Wat Xieng Tuen Namtha province, Laos (2008)
TnadnRafiny wararatsumn Usenaana (eeeo)

Offering to the spirits sometimes involves
the making of a small clay figurine.

NNTITLELATIWEANBNALY
AnangUTuRuLNTIUAY
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Ban Maw Wakhi, Mae Wang district, Chiang Mai province (2009)

UNuue2@ 2.4l A5 selny

Traditional wrist tying for family members in a Karen household.
The entire sequence is also called su khwan or recalling the soul.

wiyntadeavasrnansvissAanisisanydyuasauninluasauns

Sueb Chata rituals renew, or
prolong the life of the village,
prevent troubles and enhance

the social cohesiveness of the
community. Fruit is offered to
local deities and monks bless

the attendants to the ritual.

ABAUBEA ML TIUN VT e
Usznauldsnaunisigulnimwenn
Aaanalyl Laznisivingannwszaagd
Ban Huey San, Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province (2012)

tnunudnu a.udlay a.daslnl (eeee)
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Ban Laho Mae Hong Son province (

0

tnuazqgu a.utianties 9.uldedaau (eeea)

Lawa villagers conduct a ritual for the tutelary spirit of their settlement.
Each clan sacrifices a buffalo. Various parts of the body of the buffalo are tied
together and suspended from the ritual post near each clan house.

#1982 edulanad nsugulnd e Rl daignn e vtntinu

A buffalo is offered to the
tutelary spirits during a
three-day ritual for the salt
wells of the village.

A uAdNelungnssy
dmTutaindasvasvyinu
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ng district, Chiang Rai province (1994)
1889578 (wean)

Ry S—
Lo L q -

b

Buffalo sacrifice for the funeral of an Akha elder. The ritual performer kills the
animal with a spears. As soon as the injured buffalo falls, villagers hurry around
him. Women throw water into its nostrils to quicken death and stop the animal’s
groans while men press a log on its rear in order to prevent the buffalo from
rising up again.

Once the buffaloes are dead, the villagers cover them with paddy grains to
provide the buffalo with food in its next life and propitiate for a good harvest.

60

nasldaanaiduludlusnuanwsasgininniandn gunisnssulivanunining
iduas udaenatnufazdinllgudey daalinnneaudingadu aaniu
wannazAquintasdn fiaazauliuinnsgulndidaadnnnlden
waliduamnsluraniin wazievalitiodunsasguatanan
Tanausae



Ban Lahoob, Ma La Noi district, Mae Hong Son province (2010)
tnuazgu a.utantes a.uldeseau (eeem)

Sharing out the meat is also an important moment in many of
the rituals that involve animal sacrifice. Here, a Lawa villager
shares out the meat of a buffalo and a cow that were sacrificed
during the ritual for the community pole of the village.
duTunsnssuninisdndadiwaidulnd ¥aanandnfny
Aanisuustullledndviunaundnluguau sndslunawingsuuiiadn
wazAneNlElunEAsL@my Unulvinnasseulunjinu

A famous ritual involving buffalo sacrifice takes
place each year at Wat Doi Kham near Chiang
Mai late May or early June. The ceremony is
conducted by lowland Thai for the tutelary
spirits of Chiang Mai, Phu Sae and Ya Sae.

WalguAMELattyuaztuasguasnudaadesny
ndudszamniseungeninuvzaduliguitundnaatFn
wallasiuaadiruidnmyiu

Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (late 1990s)

a.fia9 a.dasluy (517990980 weeo)
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Ban Pa Lao, Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province (1997)
tnutan a.uduay afedivy (eeco)

Objects put on the altar during a ritual conducted
in the swidden for the soul of rice: silver rings, old
coins, beads, shells, chicken meat and chilies.

IRy Bluns i uidng Usenavlddqsuniutu
wisuginn gnie wWasnviey aln uazwsn
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Ban Dong Luang, Mae Sarieng, Mae Hong Son province (1981)
TNUAINATY B.UUFZIFEY 2.uLEIReU (ecue)

i/
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A protective bamboo star is hung on the entrance door
of a Karen village, among other bamboo symbols.

amalnileUszgnisdnuyinunsivias
Viatagvinunangyanyalfivinannliduau



Ban Mae Tob Nuea, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
Unuudfeuwile a.ulgsSes a.uddeaay (weoo)

Karen have for long been in contact
with Buddhist lowland populations
(Mon, Burmese and Thai) and have
adopted many Buddhist values and
practices. Here, S'gaw Karen villagers
and monks are circumambulating

a new stupa.

ynsvissdiunilsiuiennnuibenas
AU HTRvRIAEUIWNFUIRINNITARAD
duwusnuaulng win v e
Fedilvaifuwnsenaiingu
ynsviudlunwindauiuiouseuiadie
fiasnsminnuvinBunig
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Ban Khapuang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968) Ordination: procession of the “jewel child” wauaggnuitzesnnalnivg
tuaziae a.udgzEus a.uddassau (weoo) (hae luk kaeo) among Shan villagers.
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Ban Pa Mak, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

Unutmunn e.uldziSed a.uudedseu (e¢eo)

Ordination: procession of the “jewel child”
(hae luk kaeo) among S’gaw Karen villagers

¥NINLVTLIRENaNY
WEUIHQN LAY
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S’gaw Karen villagers and
monks on hill with a stupa after
completion of an ordination

ANUUNLNTLIRENDAUNTLRIL
nasesanGulgnuia (ulms)

Wat Phrabat Hueytom, Lamphun province (2010)
IAnszuinLRy 8.8 3.87U (eeea) 100

Ban Pa Mak, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

Unutmunn o.uldzi5ed A.uldesseu (e¢eo)

Kruba Wong was a famous monk who rebuilt the Phrabat
Hueytom temple and gathered a large number of Karen
followers to live near the temple. His body is kept embalmed in
the temple, covered with golden leaves. An important ritual
takes place each year in May when devotees change the robe
covering the embalmed body.
AFUNALTULTIUTINENINLUT I ATNENUAIVNULAEWTEWN AR
Wiunenduaglununseuianszummvnasuaunana dugusulng vndul
a35rdennsvasinudelisunisiiusnunliludn
innsannEiasudindasnassluiiauwgeniauyeInnt
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Ban Khun Haeng, Ngao district, Lampang province (1985) 101 102
103

Yuguumd 897 .87 (wewa)
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Offering food and paper money for ancestors in a
Mien village. Both Hmong and Mien religious
practices are influenced by Taoism but the Mien use
Chinese script and coloured drawings representing
deities as part of their ceremonies.

N UlnIuTINYFYANtaIMNTLarnsEANERUlunyUnudeu
At TRvasrnlauLazinslaTuanEwanfannansLsn
sudouagldniwidauiiasidnesaulundnssuueinu
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Crafting

o . —4%
a I's
Usﬁa4Uﬁzmwg

Handicrafts are well known markers of ethnic identity in
Southeast Asia. They include most famously weaving and
embroidery, but also basketwork, woodcarving and jewellery
making. Though they are not crafts strictly speaking, tattoos and
body paintings can also be added to this list, as elements of finery
combining technical, ritual and aesthetic dimensions. None of
these activities is exclusively practised nor entirely ignored by
any of the highland ethnic groups. Rather, specializations and
distinctive patterns appeared in the course of time as a result of
technical choices, cultural influences, economic networks and
aesthetic preferences.

Photography, along with tourism, was instrumental in making
these ethnic crafts widely known among the general public, first
in Thailand and more recently in Laos and in Vietnam. The
visual exoticism it conveys facilitated the perception of highland
cultures as a colourful mosaic, with specific costumes and designs
attributed to each ethnic group; hence the success of the “ethnic
catalogues” promoted for political and commercial purposes.
Such a perspective risks freezing the ethnic costume into an
archetype, isolating it from its broader social and historical
context. It especially tends to downplay individual variations
introduced by local tastes, neighbours’ influence or fashion.
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unknown (1989
luisnganiud W (eema)

Two Pwo Karen men exhibits their tattooed thighs. Among some ethnic
groups, the men also used to tattoo their bellies and their calves. Tattoos
were believed to protect from injuries, sickness, bad luck or black magic.

104

nsdndfiadnagyinlimlamien wazdunisduasas
anAuaulae Teasne vianisgniaet
wusisgin
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Ban Konkud, Nalae district, Luang Namtha province, Laos (1995) g, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
tnuAauna LasunLa wu2avassinnn Ussindann (weanc) TIUAINATN B.UUFZEEY A2.ulddReU (e¢os)

An unmarried Khmu girl wears a white turban pinned with small cowry
shells found in the river and assembled with coloured cotton strings.

ngsanalanrnylnndsyeaiuingend Uszauiaannatannuaun

NSaudnnnanunlelnuian

For weddings and funerals the older Karen girls
wear their best dresses, pin their hair up in a
mushroom shape and add frangipani flowers.

fmsuanulssiwdldnAny nigsrnngninemsasll gl
inanwuunssvuansiafudulszauaanauny
wazauldganTauLAIaIlssAUNIAIUNZAYRILED
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Ban Letongkhu, Umphang district, Tak province (2002) o Two young Karen girls with VANRNIYIINLNTLIANLAY
thuianasn 8.4unne 2.0 (eeee) @ facial decoration and wild Tunthetdnssnanuuastseauny
yellow orchids in their hair.

AaNALRINADS
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Facial decoration among Karen 4 e e .
villagers, Burmese style, with nzinstnzazfuasntinnlsuilaniuimn

thanaka and white powder. duvdasiazuihRunuduainans

Ban Letongkhu, Umphang district, Tak province (2002)
UNulanadn 8.8uK19 9.0 (ecee)

Ban Letongkhu, Tak province (2002)
Uuanadn 9.8uNN 3.000 (weee)




Ban Kammong Tha, Sangkhlaburi district, Kanchanaburi province (1981)
Tnunaslaine  2.8998217 2.003UY3 (ecwe)

Ban Lahoob, Mae La Noi district, Mae Hong Son province (1992)

The ritual performer of a Talaku Karen
village displays his tattoos.

o

U AENTTUTNINEIYTEY
zaiUT0LdNYBILYN

=

Tattoos traditionally often included

representations of animals and magical
diagrams.

anudnnaiuinidugUdndvsadud
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Unknown (1989)
lisanganruiananw (eeme)

These symbols varied with
different tattooists as well
as the ethnic identity or the
personal tastes of the
tattooed person.

74
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anudnanafuldluusaz
NAUTIANUT uaztl
Juntfurnednsauie
ANNLBDUYBIAINANLDY

Pratu Pa, Ngao district, Lampang province (2011)

Uszann 9.979 2.870 (eeee)

Young tattooed men take part
in a ritual for the tutelary
spirits of Pratu Pa.

FENYUINE TR AN AUEUNAS
TUWENITUdNNITENWINIAN
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Unknown (1989)
lidsnganuianunin (eeaa)

W88 s 2o

The tattooist works on the leg of a Karen man. He uses an iron
needle and natural ink made from a variety of dried herbs mixed
with resin. Most importantly he also recites magic formulas (khata)
during his work.

FIFNTIHEUAN LAz NINAETTUINRANIDLAIUUNDUVIVBIBILTIINLNT U
Tnaviaspnanlusing algsaudisasdnazaguaannvauunfiagzinn
ungurnAnugtoudnuinviesviauas
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Ban Konkoud, Nalae district, Luang Namtha province, Laos (2006) Ban Konlang, Luang ha province, Laos (2006)
Ynupauns HaIuIua wu2Inatamn Uszmaann (weex) UUABUATY  LIIYA29UIMN UTzinaan) (eees) 117

116. Basketry is an important male activity among many highland
groups. Khmu and Lamet, as well as other Mon-Khmer speaking
populations, are famous for the quality of their basketwork.

117-118. the shape of the basket on picture no. 118 is typical of Khmu
Rok subgroup, while the basket on picture no. 117 is made by their
close neighbours, the Khmu Lue

116. yusnanuduianssudnAyesfsananungueAwug ndvyuazasiin

souflaingulszynsinan wInTeNauay-luusau 9 J8edasluldednanuunn

-1 ' |

117-118. 3UnT39UAUBNAUIUBNDINGUINAWUGVIBNFUE atIuRIgAWUGUTY

El q
v
=1

fmaty axndnaunwdnetifurassnivysen ualusnuranifuvassnivyae

Ban Sakaen, Luang Namtha province, Laos (2006)

Unugziiu we9arateum Useinaang (eces) 118
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Ban Pa Hia,Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province (1997)
Uautufie: o.uduay 24809y (eeco)

Ban Donglu

, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

UIUAINAnY 9.4Ug2589 A.uldesdeu (eeeo)

119-120. The Karen girl sits on the floor with
their legs extended under the loom and
their back supported by a wide leather
strap. Portable looms are quite common
among highlanders.

121. This Karen girl is weaving red cloth for
the sarong of a married woman

119-120. ndnuvdasanasiavionun
natinuuiy wouvtiwesindessutimin
Wiiien nqusdwusuuiuiigainnedi
frufndasenfiwnuadingfiliazaan
121. ndsrnnzwisdldmeudundl s
NAIUANIIU
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Ban Kang Ho, Pua district, Nan province (1964)
tnuAsge a.97 a.1uU (weow)

Doing needle workis  nastindnifufianssudndenu
often a social activity. ORI

Ban Mae Khi, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province (1995)
TNULNT 2.u150 A.30dvl (eeac)

i
L

123

The Hmong girl is doing N9graTetingn
embroidery to decorate dmsuanusanselusg
her hemp skirt. .
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Hmong traditionally use hemp
instead of cotton to make their
clothes. The designs are drawn
using the batik technique. They
dip metal sticks into hot wax
and dye the cloth with indigo.

yatietanlHlafysanadin
y NIy anmangin
Fturamdnquiiedeu
wantauAiuATIY

Ban Nong Hoi, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province (1998)
vUnunuamve 9.ulsu 9.3l (eeac)

Ban Mae Khi, Chiang Mai province (1998)
Uulud 2.u15u 2. 30dlvy (eeeo)

Ban Mae Khi, Chiang Mai province (1995)
TNULLT 20150 a.30dvl (eeac)
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Ban Mae Khi, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province (1995)

Uulld 9.1 a.30svl (eeac)

Modern sewing machines
started to be widely used
during the 1990s, making
textile work easier and
quicker. With modern
sewing machines, women
tend to use mostly nylon
fabrics bought from a
market. The designs have
also changed dramatically.

8o

—
dngifiudnGudunduusus
AWNATTE oawo UATNN
sRwusUINgufivngatin
lugdouundmfiuidacinlg
nsifiudnsnaansvinlianu
1&3alAntnganEn uazyinli
sluuUTaIASaILAINTE
Wasulduan

Ban Tup, Hueysay District, Bokeo province, Laos (2009)
Unusu Waswingeny wuasvewda Usunaand (weew)

Modern clothes and Lao-style
skirts are increasingly common
among the young Hmong of Laos.
However, traditional embroidery
is still an important activity, both
for trade and for daily use, as
shown here by the colourful fabric
used by this young woman to
carry her son on her back.

P

nnsaudennuaT Suuiufuanadud
fuunnntulunymjuanagioans
atinglsfis nnstindnuuunsiuidng
JANuEALY WLienIsALazdmsy
Hlunfaseu ndslunmiynidl
Fugnanaivindnutintdndanlavasnu



Mueang district, Chiang Mai prov. (2009) Ban Tonlung, Mae Taeng district, Chiang Mai province (1998)
129 qusugy .ulueg A 8asnl (weeo)

01009 A.1deslnl (weew)

Fiba BIba A1ba BIFS D1BS 2005 41p
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Ban Tonlung, Mae Taeng district, Chiang Mai province (2009)

tusiuge o.1las 2809l (wees)

131

129. A Lisu bag, part of Mrs
Otome Klein Hutheesing’s
collection. While this kind of
bag is very common among
Southeast Asian peoples,
shapes and patterns vary
from one ethnic group to
another.

130-131. Colourful bands of
embroidered fabric tradition-
ally used as belts or straps
are now produced to sell to
visitors in a tourist Lisu
village near Chiang Mai. The
belt on the left displays Lahu
patterns while the others
have Lisu patterns. These
fabrics are still used by the
locals.

129. tuagazay
Aalalny laad §mBas
HUVDILAATNFL
gAwugdgUuuy
unnm9ull
130-131. wauenin
RV I GIRAPTIN
yfvug AivinlSunelss
tnvinaifiun 1iuin
anugneturag
NAIALATAUYIN
\WuveIngedy
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Ban Sridongyaen, Mae Taeng district, Chiang Mai province (2012)
v o oa . el 132 133 134
UNUATAILEIL B.UULAY A.1389Vl (weee)

132-134. A Lisu silversmith produces decora-
tions used by Lisu people, mostly women,
for their traditional costumes which
include pieces of silver on the neck and on
the back. Such activity has also become a
profitable full-time job as he started to sell
on a large scale to Lisu people from other
villages, as well as to members of other
ethnic groups and, more rarely, to tourists.
Patterns refer mostly to nature and are not
necessarily related to the emblems of the

132-134. ¥9dusndgviniaTasssalindgdganulg €1ans which structure Lisu society.

< - Y o A . .« Such activity has become a profitable
UITIUAILNITLUWA AW NUNIIUNUNUIBNUR LN UN A full-time job as he started to sell on a large

ULuUIATRIRUAIUINE 91889119 NE55UNA  scale to Lisu people from other villages, as

sinesasFuinaneidusmufiunaionsgly  Well as to members of other ethnic groups
and, more rarely, to tourists.

Wawnsuvinmsasdszaurinannaliiun
yagIINuIUlnalAss NauyIAWUGaUY
30019590 DIUNVIAILAEIAE
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Ban Nonghoi Mai, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province (2006) 135 Ban Ravae luang, Mae Fah Luang district, Chiang Rai province (2005)
dnunuasvaalny a.uilsy a.fudnl (weex) Unusswanany a.udnman A.1fu990 (eees)
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135. An Unmarried Hmong girls wear their best
attire during New Year celebrations. This style of
decoration is a new fashion copied from the
Hmong in China over the last two decades.

136. A belt with Lomi Akha design and four rows of
decoration made of coloured beads, cowries and
old Thai coins.

135. nisangislusnuaaastivg uWdunuanuuulng
dlaluuunannuietisau tazinsldsumnuisulugiauising
Tut9RINAITTENEIULN

136. Wudnvaamglaniandn dszaudaugnin iWaenves
WAz RUND
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Akha women start wearing head-
dresses at mid-adolescence. These
headdresses are decorated by their
owner, depending on her wealth, and
each is unique. Decorations tradi-
tionally always include silver pearls
or coins, but also monkey fur or
chicken feathers. In recent times,
those who cannot afford silver use
tin plate instead.

vdsantnsulanuanfausitnegiugu
WAAEAUANLAINUINYBIAUADEIAL U
Wity YURY vIevulnauLAgIus
taqiiudrulngiazldutiuaynunuidu
willauadunau

Ban Ravae luang, Mae Fah Luang, Chiang Rai province (2005)

YUTEUINA9 2.udAMa9 2139578 (weec)
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Ban Ravae luang, Mae Fah Luang district, Chiang Rai province (2005)

4 A.UURIMAN 28958 (eces)

Each headdress is unique but the general
form also varies according to subgroups
affiliation. The trapezoidal inscribed plate
at the back of this headdress is typical of
the married women among the Lomi Akha.

nuanvaIngsatiuaazauAeiuly vangunseastiueiu
NAUELRLVRINU NUINNTIRWALUANINY T
WWurawmdelaniiantnfuasinuuan



Ban Saenchai, Mae Fah Luang District, Chiang Rai province (1964) Ban Maesa Mai, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province (1997)
Ynuuaula a.udilvag a.138957e (weoa)

139 140

Unuudaivy o.uu5u A 8usny (weeo)

AN \
‘While Akha women wear headdresses, A Hmong silversmith decorates a necklace. Both
Akha men wear silver necklaces if their men and women traditionally wore such necklaces
family is rich enough to afford them. most of the time but the practice is rare today,

FnsnusentngfisnusUsau except during the New Year festival. )

T S N °m<1LouﬁmmmmmﬂLLmaﬂj’Laﬂa Tuasin MIndgalazyng
ydsazriuilarauuuiludinlszandu nantaqiu
Unldiannzlulanigdndiny wu wanfadlvduas

IJTULASIUNNTU
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Ban Chang Mo, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1995)
Unugnavitia a.uudzsey a.uldesseu (wens)

A Karen woman walks toward her village while
smoking a pipe made of bamboo and wood.

negsrnnzwisaslligundadungu
vinsaelfliuazliitionds



Ban Dongluang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1983) Karenni village, Mueang district, Mae Hong Son province (1985)

TNUAINATY B.UUFZIEEY 2. uLEdReU (e¢ac) 142 g8y a.uldesday (eeec)

A young Pwo Karen man nyugnInemsssldusanag
in his best attire, including &, ¢ 1, g sl sz funudaefiv
decorated hair clips, beads A

and a silver pipe. antn uazlATRIRY

143

A Karenni woman
smokes tobacco in
her wooden pipe
decorated with
tin-plate. The use of
such pipes is now
more common for
women than men
among many
upland ethnic

groups.
neansisutigunaadlyd
finnuAsdatuLuAyn
nndull nsgundes
Huiifiouuaa
NPIBRAWUG
UINNNYNY
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Playing
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Children’s games do not sharply differ from one
ethnic group to another, though some games have
become more popular for some groups than others,
such as the tops game or the wood cart races
among the Hmong for instance.

Among adults, games often involve (or are centred on)
music, dance and courtship and are played at special
periods of the year. They tend to be more embedded in
social and ritual life and as such they display impor-
tant aspects of the group culture. In the contemporary
Northern Thai context, some games have been turned
into symbols of ethnic identity, such as the sword
dance for the Lawa or the swing pole for the Akha.

g ao J o o
MrazIeuTAn < udaznguaAiigeralidaiuuanin
2 ! R O ! ! A !
uimrazidunnalssinmagSuiioulunadunnndditu
1 1 1 QJAID ! 2/
naisugndnuazutarn iifununlunguaoii

1 1o o A 1 = 2
mmzmu‘ﬂmrijlmgmmzwﬂumﬁm@mﬂ‘mqLqmwmwm‘u
o Ao A A A o o X & J
uaziinifiufeamTeliaued N7l waznnifivawiT®Duguinand
ao J oL = a = oy
mmsLdu‘ﬂmnﬂﬂ@:mﬂﬂwqummﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂmﬁ%qﬂm\‘]‘w'ﬁmmLmsmﬂm

9
o

2 & o A 2 1 o ! ao Jd
JUUANIUNANTTUN LLﬁﬂ\‘m\TLL\TH‘MVH\WWJUT]‘TTN‘H@\‘]T]QN‘H']WWHT];

8

av

o ~ = o I
BRGRIEN IUUTUV@W’?‘UU ﬂ??@&LdUUNUTSLﬂVIVLéTﬂ@']HL]_]‘Ll

o

=) ™

ay o

/o ao Jd oo ° o
’dm@mﬂmmWU‘MJUNﬂdM‘MWWU‘q AT NITTIATUTBNTINGS

o

[NV (! =T )
LL@:;’THTT@‘H(]‘HW‘IJ@J‘HWQ@’]‘II'] WWuau



Children’s playground in
a resettled Akha village.

e = @unuanaulumyinuaninlvyg

Ban Namdet Mai, Mueang Sing gistrict, Luang N province, Laos (1995)

Unuinaaluy 1{eeds waawatsuna Useindann (eeac)
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Ban Dong Luang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
UNUAINATY B.uldz58d 3.uUg0daU (eceo)

During the rainy season, the children bring out their 1fin 9 ¥newdes wluedlilanion
st.11ts, on Whlch they navigate the mud. They are ye9auaanu B uaulusulAaLE) Gﬂﬂﬁl‘u
highly skilled on stilts.
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Ban Mae Tho, Hot district, Chiang Mai province (1968)
tnuudlo a.89n A.808l (weoo)

147. A man lying on the floor spins a rope around and the other
players jump to avoid it. This kind of game is popular during the
Hmong New Year celebrations.

148. Two men stage a sword fight during the Hmong New Year’s
celebrations. Swords used to be the main weapon in the past for
many ethnic groups.

149. Hmong boys and adults play with spinning tops. This game is
popular during the Hmong New Year celebrations.

147. naiiuauatuuiuidsiudensaudielidiauaudunsdlandnu
148. naasiauiifuifenlunudsand@ndvessaiagudiu
nsaranuluITulsEiwdl v

149. naiaugninadufifauvasisdvguasifnanuenid
Ingannzlugssnudsedlling

Ban Huey Lueang, Mueang district, Tak Province (1963)

Ynuvingivany a.1fa9 2.a1n (weow)
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Lua students demonstrate their
skills during a stick fight. The floor
is covered with rice straw to prevent
injuries from falling.

nyL 9 ¥afzinasEininAalznnssieg
AeldwassuuauRunAgulinIuWng
wallasiunisunauuiniay

Ban Huey Yen, Chiang Rai province (2010
Unuriagifiu a.3u9unu .35y (wee

Ban Dong, Mae La Noi district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

Unund 8.utantey a.uddesral (weee)

Performing a sword dance during the Khmu New Year
festival. What used to be a serious affair in the past has
now become mostly a show for tourists.
n1ssaulusuiindvassniuy
ANULAEILTURNENANYBILNUNNNAUINRWUS
Aadznnsragluannlinanaitu
Aatznisuansliinvaginarulutlagiiu
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Ban Nong Hoi Mai, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province (2006)
Unuviuasviealny o.ul5y a.8aslny (wees)

Wooden cart racing has become an
increasingly popular part of the celebra-
tions of the Hmong New Year.

nasuresoldidufanssulusnudsswddlndds

an va a & A
AlafualnudauunniuiEes

Akha girls have a go on the swing nearby the
village. Traditionally, the swing can be used only
for a few days each year.

WWNRN1IRUNATIEN
N5IABITEINNLUTEWAAILALATNTEYIN
TugnananniualuiTulusaastivindu

Ban Mae Salaeb, Mae Fah Luang district, Chiang Rai praovince (1983)
TNURLAZLAY 8. UUWINA A.18899578 (wewew)
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Ban Kmong Tha, Sangkhlaburi district, Kanchanaburi province (1985) 154 A musical band plays in a Karen Viu.age QﬁmumiquﬂuIUG’lquﬂﬂﬁiﬂ
tunaams 0.4982U5 2.00ULs (weuc) during the festival for the sand chedis. nammammﬂumguqun:msm
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luang, Mae Sarieng district, Chiang Mai province (1968)
YUAINA 8.uUgE89 A.uldesseu (eees)

Ban Dongluang, Mae Sarieng district, Chiang Mai province (1989) 155
UNUAINAY B.UuLRzIFEY A LldaReu (weme)

Gongs are used in various ritual occasions.
They are not produced locally, but obtained
in lowland villages.

g duirsnsnuaTidatnenusIu
FatlaulEluRBnITLVRITLTUBAWUTUUNUNZY

A young Karen man plays
drum during an
engagement party.
FIEINYUBIINUTLINAIR
naadluInunNEvIu
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A Hmong man dances and plays a reed pipe in front
of his house. Such instruments are common to many
different populations in Southeast Asia but the
Hmong reed pipe differs by its curved shape.

yorinaadAuiusIegnintnuauLe
waufluiiasnunifitauunsvans
TuginiaiBansTuaanidadls
wautiofigUnsaldaduiendnunidnsannuaudu q

A rock band is taking part in the Hmong New Year
celebrations. They sing in Hmong language.

2WAUMTUaU-SaAdsiautwasniwsslusnulng

Ban Khun Vang, Mae Wang district, Chiang Mai province (1985) Ban Mae Khi, Mae Rim district,Chiang Mai province (2008)
uaUIN9 8.u0919 A Fesluy (wewc) Uuudd a.uivu a.esiny (weeo)



Lahu villagers dance around the altar set up for the New Year celebrations on
the ritual playground of the village. Women and children make the inner
circle while the men dance and play music in the outer circle.

Tusnudlndany sdnuidasusnse Ul nenssuluaung

Hnguazines9lu @ugrtaslauAuUATLAZIAUIIBE29UBN

Mueang district, Tak province (1985)
218089 2.070 (wews)

A traditional Lisu instrument similar to a
three-stringed guitar. The body of the
instrument is made from wood covered
with snakeskin. It is used to lead the dance
during the Lisu New Year celebrations.

FagnuangveIragvinsaliiuniyy 10

a o

Agrnlgdaiautnniseusalusnuilng

U

Ban Ton Lung, Chiang Mai province (1990)
tusugy o.ulumag A.Fuslul (eeaa)
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Ban Ayo, Mae Chan district, Chiang Rai province (1965)
tnuanlgs 8.uuau a.1889578 (weow)

Young Akha men and women dance led by
a mouth organ in front of the Thai Survey team

members who asked them to pose for the picture.

NUNKNIUNIMNAILAUSITULAULNLAN
TiAuzdns1alnaunIw



Ban Ayo, Mae Chan district, Chiang Rai province (1965)
auanlys 8.uUAU A.1889578 (ecoc)
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Nikhom Mae Chan, Mae Chan district, Chiang Rai province (1964)
TALKLAY 2.uUAU 21884918 (eeoa)

In Akha villages, the courting and dancing ground (dekhong) is YNliaauTauaUIRUsTIy (LAdad) vasunytinu
an open place surrounded by benches where young people meet Wuronuifivuuanasldunnulsnana sy
in the evening to talk, flirt, and generally enjoy themselves. ’ v
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Mueang Sing distrLct, Luang Namtha province, Laos (1995)
WIa9Re wraanadsinmn UssinAann (wenc)

nyutatantusIAIWsauaanLiief

Young Akha men get ready to go
courting in neighbouring villages. AU ULt uE NS e
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The highlanders’ economy is often considered as being
subsistence oriented and even self-sufficient. Yet, ethnic
highlanders of Northern Thailand have always been integrated in
wide regional commercial networks involving the production or
the exchange of various products (cattle, iron and bronze objects,
opium) with the participation of Yunnanese traders with their
mules and horse caravans. Some groups such as the Karen and
the Khmu became heavily involved in the teak economy at the
turn of the 20th century as forest workers and mahouts.

The spread of new technology, the industrial development in
the lowlands and the increasing control of the state deeply
affected the old patterns of interdependence and local
specializations. The creation of national parks and new
regulations on natural resources effectively restricted access to
forestland. The ban on opium cultivation was paralleled by the
introduction of new cash crops (potato, cabbage, tomato, corn,
coffee, etc) and by the increasing involvement of young
highlanders in wage labour migrations to the cities. Finally, new
commercial opportunities developed in some areas with the
marketing of ethnic crafts for tourism economy.
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An elephant working
with Karen mahout.

AT NTNINLLNT LI
Aut9anid eI

Ban Huai Mae Kong, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

. ] S 10 166
YUMBLLUAY B ULREITHY A.U1F0970U (weee)
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Ban Saen Chai, Mae Fa Luang district, Chiang Rai province (1966)
Yaunaula a4l man9 21389918 (weow)

Akha women sell cabbages to soldiers in front of nadandniasngdniaznenatUalvinmisauindun

the Kuomintang Army base near the Burmese Pnthguingaswanieusinalndsnuunuwan wasaintu
border. A few months later the KMT soldiers were d ot o v o v Lo 2 |
lufnau Fsunalneladnnisiinvisnquillussfiugnulug

sent to Mae Salong by the Thai government and .
settled there. UUABELUIAD
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Highland economies were never purely
based on subsistence only. Trade, or
barter, with neighbours has always been
practised. In some cases, villages could
develop a commercial specialization,
such as pottery or rice alcohol.

Pha Udom, Bokeo province, Laos (2009)
Wasngau wwadtauil Usemaang (eeew)

Ban Vad, Nalae district, Luang Namtha province, Laos (1995)

tnunnm Wasuina wuneunansiann Usemeann (eeac)

isusianuiigililaluagiunismnzslgniiedidwiiosatnafin
vansafinnsdnunsuaniasufugurulndidasdnda
YUTUUWUUIWAILNR TauAnFUAWITvRIAUBENILTY
waastuRumnvEomanenaudnniey
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The teak economy developed in Northern Thailand from the last
decades of the 19th century up to the 1930s. Karen as well as Khmu
men from Laos gained a reputation as reliable foresters and mahouts.

genamldanivasyluniautialsswalnauinludaslanumnissedn o AUl
NAITHN oamo ¥1VYIINANIUAEINsUTEITTaIR I T AT
warAuInuvinlgtldaldey

Noi district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)

2.LUK2I389 2. uldaRaU (e¢oo)

Timber was rarely cut on site,
except for local need.

gadulngjazgnaudsluniveu
drunsliluviastiuazgniaasduwgn
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Mae Kong, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968) Teak trunks were usually loaded on sqaﬁq]ﬂﬂuﬂ'mﬂﬂiﬂmmﬂ 301w
21389 A.LUERRAU (e¢oo) trucks or trains, or floated downriver. M%ﬂ@'@ﬂimw@mmmmmﬁq
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After the 1930s, these companies
diversified their activities.

The picture shows the office of the
Danish East Asiatic Company in
Lampang and its staff (predominantly
Khmu men from Laos) in front of a
truck used to promote consumption of
condensed milk. The company closed
its Lampang branch in 1963.

VdINNATTHT oamo tmill UFEMANIENA
wanilfUFunuImnagsAaannnisddlidn
UgAudndu winewudimuads dad w@idudin
anandaninanUndunwiidnivaifumniny
NUsEMAANT wannfnasiiueg
vhsndssynduwusuuduiiaanaguiindninay

Unknown . .
luidsanganruiinaztianuniw

Foreign companies became involved in the
teak trade in Burma and Northern Thailand
during the last quarter of the 19th century.

They used elephants and Karen or Khmu et | AT L
workers and mahouts. 'ml UHAUASTIAR Lo

H \ ) i .

da ¥ 2 A IR ‘

UEnAgnaLtaunvingsiaslddnTulszinea
winuazniawmdevadindlulanoanissui o
TnefifnanazAnanusnansvisanasy
1urinasdnAty

€ast Asiatic Company, Mueang district, Lampang province (1955)

aud.U3svuaily 8a6 1dafin awnanlne a.udes a.41U (wess)
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Ban Mae Tho, Hot district, Chiang Mai province (1990)

Unuuiln o.80n A58y (eean)

A pile of cabbage ready to be loaded on a truck and sent
to the lowland market. Extensive cabbage cultivation
replaced previous opium fields mid-1980s.
nansnaUalngwiauasgnuuiusoussynivainunngluds
panaluilies lanzuanddvuialvgjidnununulstiuuunas
Tug29nananAITTui oxco

AANALEEIANT BT8RN A.8uslnl (wees)

A Hmong woman sells vegetables to a Lisu customer.
Commercial agriculture, local specializations and use
of money have changed patterns of trade and local
livelihoods over the last decades.
Mﬂiwmﬁaﬁqﬁamﬂﬁﬂiﬁudanﬁqmaﬁsﬁ NNSINEATIEININTE
nnsuAnAuduieYIY LAz mﬂmaumqlml,ﬂaﬂuiﬂLm‘unfﬁm
LL@»’]OVWﬂUﬂﬂG"ﬁM’dUUUWHW NGIU”ﬁ’JJM@WﬂWﬂﬂiiHWNqUIJ']
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Ban Hueyluek, Chiang Rai province (2007)
UNuMnaan a.43asuny 2.18u9578 (eeeo)

110

Cash crop economy and trans-border trade: Lao farmers under
contract with Thai agro-business companies grow corn on their
land and export it to Thailand after harvest. The corn comes by
boat from Laos and is loaded on trucks.

WHLATEIAALaTNITANTNLLAY
WnERTNTENaRUgninalwaldiuusEninyaTWusAyy 2 esine

@

AaNanandnuEauntsEnuLaulnaLaraalUgdadunaAtasaussn

v q

Ban Chomphong, Viang Kaen district, Chiang Rai province (2006)
tnuuanlas 2. 389Ny A.488957 (wees)



Warorot Market, Chiang Mai province (2008) L Ban Khot Yao, Payao province (2007) 179. A Hmong lady sells bags and handicrafts
AaAlITd 8.1da9 . 8aslnl (weeo) Unupanund 8.5 u9AN 2wzl (eeeo) made from hemp. In the foreground, a poster
promotes the next Indigenous People’s Day
celebration which takes place each year on the
gth of August.

180. Hmong traders select used skirts bought in
Laos, Vietnam and China to sell in Chiang Mai
markets. The colourful traditional Hmong skirts
are popular among the lowlanders who wear
them or use them to make various kinds of crafts.
181. Ethnicity and globalization: Akha ladies try to
sell souvenirs to tourists in front of the
McDonald’s in Chiang Mai.

179. wmnaiafuiuinanssufivinannlodoyss
TAznininuvesisafnllainasissandunwus
suiuruRudesfidntuluiud « favnaurasmnd
180. wiAnyniaidannszlsaidagadannani
Raauy tasauununglunanaifiagdesivng
aduanlavasdinfaduiignlavasauiusu
figaunarldaviainllussiusiuedaddatnibu
181. augnAwugnulaniAdad :
wandnidwananuungvesiissantvuntinvieaion
nihfuudaladasnanadesdesiug

Night Bazaar, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (1995)

Tusiunens o.u8ed a3 edvd (eeac)
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Connecting

-

In Thailand as in other Southeast Asian countries, the hill areas
were never completely isolated from the lowland polities but they
long remained difficult to access and kept a large degree of
autonomy. The 1950s brought a radical shift: the highlands
became a major concern for the state, first as battlegrounds and
then as new frontiers for economic development and cultural
integration. This evolution parallels the shift from a
people-focused resource system in pre-colonial periods to systems
that emphasize control of land and borders.

New communication technologies, including all-weather roads
and bridges, airplanes, and radio and telephone networks,
abolished distances and progressively allowed easier access to
remote areas. Also, the Thai monarchy started to pay more
attention to the economic and social development of ethnic
minorities in the North and King Bhumibol personally visited
highland communities on various occasions. From the 1960s on,
government officials were sent to the highlands to take censuses,
organize resettlement schemes, set up schools, border patrols and
health centres, eradicate opium cultivation and introduce
alternatives to traditional swidden agriculture. Westerners played
also an important role in this process, as missionaries,
anthropologists or development experts.
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Ban Kang Ho, Pua district, Nan province (1965)
YnuAvde 8.1 2.uu (eeoc)

USAID plane lands nearby a Hmong village. USAID \A3nafiured USAID asaaalndvyiinumniids afnns USAID

conducted development activities in highland villages to dnsnfulassntsnauntuiufigaietlasiunisgnaiueas
prevent the Spread of communist msurgency in those areas. o o a a s | o :
nasrnasnaufindaslugasiiansingnn
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Ban Pa Klang, Pua district, Nan province (1968)
Jautnan 8.9 2.d7u (weee)

Lao Ta (on the left), his eldest son (on the right)
and their wives listen to a radio program in
Hmong language broadcast from Chiang Mai.
1@nFn ugeing (41e) Hunguruds uazgnunuAuls
(191) AUNTTLUNVRININYN ANAIWITIINITINY
AANTEaNaanaINIAaNnLB e
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Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (1978)
a.1089 9.3l (wewe)

Narong Kittiyangkul, Lao Ta’s nephew from Ban Pa Klang of
Nan province, was the first Hmong speaker at the Chiang Mai
radio station. Radio programmes in ethnic languages started in
1968 in Thailand. They were an outcome of the cooperation
between Thailand and the US government to ensure the
cultural and political integration of the highlanders.

UFIA ARATINA NATUBILUDILATAN
Wuddszniaynadiauusnuasanntdingdesivg
TNNTAINgNMIBULEN BanainAAsIusnly

U w.a. weoo Weiduninusiuiioseniniggunalng
uazansgs lunisuaunaunauniInisiiladiay
TausTIuraatinuuRuAigaiudsauing



Ban Dong luang, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (19 A group of Pwo Karen Mi,qiuﬂf]’l‘“mfmzLm%ﬂqiﬂiﬁqﬁﬂdﬂﬂgﬂ
UIUAINADY B.ULAITEY F.utdDIREU (wewo) 185 tgenager; posing for a . ﬁULﬂ%aﬁuawqmaWJmm
picture with a radio receiver.
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Ban Huey Lueang, Mueang district, Tak province (1964)

Unuineinand a.1d8d 2.0 (weoa)

Hmong villagers stare at the vehicle of the Thai
Highland Survey team. The survey aims at getting
basic socio-economic data in order to eradicate
opium cultivation among upland farmers.

PN UNULINNAIRITIAWIV ULV RIAULENTIAT N e
wazANTIANUIAUTayan1ILATEIAAFIALYDY
gurulivelAsINITrannIsUgnilulunuigs
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Thai official of the Hill Tribe
Socio-Economic Survey team showing
his notebook to local villagers.
Wmthfiaazdnsiadeyaniamsegiadiny
VRIYUBUVUNUNGINNaliratnulg
ayATUfiNYaIAU

Ban Huey Lueang, Mueang district, Tak province (1964)
tnusneinaay a.lad a.a0n (weoa)



Mae Chan, Chiang Rai province (1966)
241U 21589978 (ecow)

Clark Cunningham was a visiting scholar at the Faculty of Medicine, aansa Auflauay Un3znnisuanilaaunadnmsiwnamgns
Chiang Mai University. He made frequent visits to highland villages yyAnengeguduil idunnslii@euyusunuiufigoiaunss
during his stay. Road access to highland villages during those days . .

> ; ) wWunnanagidnfanytnulusdatugsannanuanunnudluldgaelu
was often difficult, and not only during rainy season. 3 s
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Ban Pang Ung, Mae Chaem district, Chiang Mai province (2002)

190

Unknown (1964)
livsanganunansunin (eeon)

Thai researchers survey a poppy Unddaynilnsuazangns
field as paI't of the Campaign for lal L‘auﬂqjafqir] n.ﬂj'ﬂu
opium eradication.

Thai soldiers cut down poppies nunginainasnnauululs
while journalists take pictures and  {4yin4qqgnaninuazisle
videos. Opium cultivation is still v w de ay .y
; Lo Wntfsgitimaluladinu
marginally practiced in remote L ¥
areas but the authorities now use mqqmﬂumsfgﬂﬂquuwﬂgﬂdu
modern techniques, including wazLiNVINaNEAILANAN

satellites, to spot and destroy poppy 449954 wewo LHusuun
fields. since mid-1980s
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Ban Mae Sa Mai, Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai province (1965)
Jaunsanlvy o450 A8y (weoc)

During their trek from Phuping Palace to Mae Sa Mai
village, HM the King and HSHP Bhisadej meet a
Hmong opium cultivator who shows them the road to
their destination. Although opium trading and
smoking was banned in 1958, there was no clear
policy on opium cultivation among highland farmers
until he initiated the Royal Project in 1969

a ¢ a

TUFLNININIT@AAWT2IANTUINNWI AU UNANIAT 1 TLIAY

U

Tfangtnuudaning wezuamauRanszidnegin uas

U

w.A. Ay S3i lewuduinunsnglstlu gnsnuyatdunngld

uuNY  wdInFgunavinunisianiazdevnuilu asual w.a.
weoo watslidulgurafFaiawnauaiunisugnilu aungens
W3radAnnsdlATINITVatlul w.A. weow
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Ban Saen Kham Lue, Pai district, Mae Hong Son province (1970)

UnuLduAnae 8.u0 a.uldesdau (weom)

TUAIINAITTEN oaoo-eano WITUMRUIAAWTEISNaL@ALE o fauyuausAWUGUUNgs (Asurnnanylunin)
Uaepsy wirsnonstlofatidunisigiuadnininuasindnfvasnguanawug luvnusinasinaspauiadaddaUfinnng
aglunud uazidufniusnvesnisnndnlasaniswaiunlunungIsaun

During the 1960s
and 1970s, King
Bhumibhol travelled
intensively to the
margins of the
kingdom using
modern means of
transportation.
These visits to
highland ethnic
communities (here a
Lahu village) were a
new practice on the
part of the Thai
monarchy. They
intended to ensure
the loyalty of
peripheral and
transnational groups
at a time when
communist insur-
gencies were
occurring in
mainland Southeast
Asia. In many cases
they were also the
first step toward the
establishment of
development
projects in the
highlands.



Ban Doi Pui, Chiang Mai province (1965)
tounauly a.1d83 1.8 (weos)

HM the King sponsored the first souvenir
shop in the Hmong village of Doi Pui
near Chiang Mai. This village has since
become a very popular destination for
domestic and international tourists.
WILUWMAULIAAWTELRNaE ianTIaduayy
Fnurrasnseaniuusnlunytinuilsnasys
nyjtnuiinangiduaniuiiviesinaandewy
VRINITNIINLUATIIANIUTEINARDLN

Ban Mae Tho, Hot District, Chiang Mai province (1974)

tnuuiln 8.800 .58Vl (eeon)

Green beans were part of the first cash crop varieties ddenduniduRziduanusn |
that the Royal Projects introduced in the highland flasennsnansuusiimyiuuuiuigs

villages after 1969 as a substitute to opium cultivation. o
8 99 P Ugnynaunudlu
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Fighting
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The two Indochina wars caused intense fighting and bombing
in the highlands of Laos and Vietnam. They created divisions
between ethnic groups as well as within them. They also
forced many ethnic refugees to cross the border

and settle in Thai territory.

Northern Thailand was hit by communist insurgency, especially
after 1976 when Thai students escaped repression in Bangkok and
joined communist strongholds in Nan, Petchabun and

Chiang Rai provinces where they lived and fought alongside
various ethnic people including Lua, Hmong or Mien.
Meanwhile, the Thai government set up ethnic military units and
trained them specifically to fight against communist insurgents.

Conflicts and migrations also occurred along the Thai-Burma
border where armed movements (such as Karen, Kareni, Shan,
Wa, Mon, etc.) fought against the central Burmese government,
as well as episodically among themselves. In spite of the recent
political changes in Myanmar, the situation remains critical and
livelihoods insecure, especially in the numerous refugee camps
set up along the Thai border.
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Phetchabun province (1979)
2.WTY50l (wewe)

v
1 g a

Communist insurgents, both ethnic (grey shirts) nysnguenAwug (1@edidu) wasdnAnyilngann
and Thai students from lowland (white shirts) Tuifies (1@eRv1) lunasrndswssanauiinfas

posing for a picture with their weapons. The . g % o & |
Communist Party of Thailand set up bases in wisUszmAlnedensgruatlunuinaunuvinglng

remote areas throughout the country from the MuszmalutifiunTTei oo 8 oaco
early 1960s to the early 1980s.
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Ban ;rham Viang Kae, Chiang Klang district, Nan province (1976)
Pauanignn 8.48udnand 2.Uu (o)

HM the King visits a Hmong unit of the Border
Patrol Police. During the 1970s, Nan province was a
stronghold of the communist insurgency in Northern
Thailand. Highlanders were recruited by the Thai
State to help fight the insurgents.

WU mauianszidnagaafanfoumiaaU fiRnnsyad
189NBIMAIANTINATENLTELAL TUTIINAITTHT oaao
FyunalneldtnanunguanAnusuuiufigaiiduiidasaus
adinutluneudafaffedigufitudiAyludmintiu



Ngao district, Lampang province (1971)
ANtUEANT 8977 A.47U0 (weoe)

Young soldiers from Hmong and Mien villages in Phayao, Nan

and Phetchabun during their training near Lampang. So-called  figiney |5z purludoninantng nasimlnanads “nasdatsniiunananaing
Hill Tribe Units” were created in the Thai army and sent to fight

communist insurgents throughout Northern Thailand. Wdnsausanunisvanasivastnamauiadasiuniamile

yenyurslaziiauanwelen Uiy uaziwasysal Wnsunistinnmng
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Sayaburi province, Laos (1964)
welaezys UsznAann (weoa)

126

Ban Namtuang, Mae Charim district, Nan province (1974)
Tutnmg a.uA30 3.UU (weon)

198. These two young Hmong men were trained by the Thai army to
search for and kill communist insurgents in Nan province. During
their free time, they pay a visit to the girls working in the fields.

199. A young Hmong soldier from the Lao Royal Army with his
friend proudly exhibits an army rifle. In the background, his father
and his brother look at him. In the centre, between the two young
soldiers, Vang Geu, a Hmong student trained as an agronomist in
Phnom Penh. The conflict in Laos between royalists and communists
created divisions not only between ethnic groups but also within

198. wijuilluganyns&ein “winaandvng” vasssunalnalfinandansnatiniuls
199. MNsauvianaIiwanitlntuninasaInansraInuetniningdla
wauarRyItredILaInAniinmds snefitduagnaniszninmuisvisans

Aands 0 dnAnunsildunnstinevsudiul sRAnanannngawuiley
ALTRLITEninwssanauiadadiunguioundnsdludszimaatinalviina
NITUANLENTENINNGUIRRUFUAzN 8TUNguIAWUFIRLTY



200. Two ethnic
women welcome
Pathet Lao soldiers
with fruit.

201. Pathet Lao
instructors train
ethnic women in the
handling of
firearms. Women
had an

important role in
village defense
during the war
against royalist
troops.

202. Parade of Karen
National Liberation
Army (KNLA) on
the Karen New Year
Day. KNLA has
been fighting for
Karen autonomy
along the Thai-
Myanmar border for
more than half a
century. The area
under its control is
now smaller and
more fragmented.
Negotiations are
currently taking
place with the
Burmese govern-
ment for peace and
power sharing

Northern Laos (1975)
nawilalszinaan (ecoc)

a o

200. NANFIFWUSADUTUNNNT
dnagny (mauilndas) Anunalyl
201. AgNYRINBINIaIlsinAang
(Hagne) AastinndgssnAnwug
iinldenqs gudsiunumadndny
Tunasiasenanginssneuytnu
Tud989ATINTENININT IR LTI TR
funquiloundmsd (davan)
202. NIRIUAUINUDINDIVINW
ANATWLYNENRNZ LY LY
#euAUlNg-win

Northern Laos (1970)
nawilalszinaann (ecoa)

Jeidong, Myanmar border (1995)

FnuuaulszinaAnwin (weac)
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Converting

o

—4m

SUAINIZD I UN

Christian and Buddhist proselytising became truly active in the
highland of Northern Thailand during the 1950s and 1960s
respectively. Each sustained discourses about development and
the supposed backwardness of “animist” highlanders but

they followed different paths and logic.

Christian missionaries, most of them Protestants, were especially
successful among Karen and Lahu, with whom they had
established contacts during the early colonial period in Burma.
In addition to their efforts to spread Christian faith, Western
missionaries were the first to introduce modern education and
medicine to the highland villages. Christian-based organizations
also provided emergency aid to ethnic refugees during the
Vietnam War. During the last two decades, many young ethnic
men have trained as priests or pastors and are now

in charge of local churches.

Buddhism has long been exerting its influence in the highlands,
especially among some groups of Karen and Lawa, while
Christianity is a recent occurrence in this region. State-led efforts
to convert highlanders to Buddhism, especially under the
Thammacharik Project initiated in 1965, were a reaction to the
growing influence of the Christian churches at that time.

They put the emphasis on a sense of belonging to the Thai Nation
while Christian proselytising promotes a transnational affiliation
and access to modernity. Conversion to Buddhism can lead to
assimilation of the highlanders into Northern Thai society,

while conversion to Christianity allows them to retain

a distinct identity even if they live in the lowlands.
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Chiang Mai province (1954)
A58l (wean)

John Kuhn, a missionary from OMF (formerly Overseas
Missionary Fellowship and before 1964 the China Inland
Mission), travels from Chiang Mai to Taungoo in Burma with
his family and their Thai porters. He is the author of several
books about ethnic groups in Thailand including his last one,
Ascent to the Tribes: Pioneering in North Thailand (1956).

JoFuus 29U AU WAXATEUATINIAIALLAUNIIAIN
Weslnyluillasnasgludsamanwinwiauiugnuiugnalne
waduideuniidenanaiauiafungunfwug
Tulsznelng 59089 Ascent to the Tribes:

Pioneering in North Thailand (1956)
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Don Rulison worked as a missionary among the Hmong in Tak
province during the late 1950s and early 1960s. Kathy, Don
Rulison’s wife, taught Hmong Christian children to write in
Hmong using the romanized alphabet.

'
o

e 788U nssuvenau adu Fududeduuinvinanulu

= v

UBUINIAAINTULE9UaeNAITTEN oaco T9AU eawo
Wudaauliinniliasaiiauinidauniunsidaaldanyslaiu

Nam Yao Refugee Camp, Pua, Nan province (1976)
danuingnn 8.97 2.4u7u (weo)

Ban Hueylueang, Tak province (1960)

Unuvinginand o189 2.a0n (weoa)

Bishop Rath, Catholic head for
Northern Thailand region,
administers the sacrament of
confirmation to a group of Hmong
refugees from Laos. Confirmation
is the second step of Catholic
initiation after baptism.

wizRansrlsiddn §a Ungamsena
Ussypdsnunmaidadduidinsaunquy
Nufinnamianauuy vinRE5y
“Aarings” Tundadusatannan
nssuAaniasAanisiudu
mimmﬁﬁma:mmmm%a
navanlasuAaanIuluan

130



Baptism of a Hmong couple by a
Hmong Seventh-day Adventist pastor.

AaNAUNRLITNILHLIULAETLAALIUR KB
ANaIViInWESUAaIIAaNTNTTeNe

Ban Mae Yang Ha, Samoeng district, Chiang Mai province (2007)

- o - 5 : 207
UnuutenIin a.4z1809 A.1303lnd (weeo)

Chiang Khong district, Chiang Rai province (1984)
2189189 A.1309578 (ecewa)

Celebration of the 125th anniversary of the propagation of
Christianity among the Karen of Thailand. The photo was taken
during the nomination of new Karen Baptist pastors.

NITRAURRIATUIOU obe UUUINITLNY LK
ArauIAsaAluNaurNINzuIeslulseimAlng
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Nam Khek, Nakorn Thai district, Phitsanulok province (1955)

thuldn a.uaslng 2. 8ulan (wess)

208

Ernest E. Heimbach, an OMF
missionary, shows a poster
about the Gospel to the
villagers. He is the author of
a Hmong-English dictionary
published in 1966.

lasiugs 8 Layunad
Anaslisnatinudgluaines
ANRBUYBINTHIYY LwnAedsduls
NAAYINWAUIYNTUNIHITI-8INE 1

U q
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aaa o

NANUWIUY W.A. weos



L == Ernest E. Heimbach, an OMF
B . missionary, is burning spirit objects of
a Hmong family before their baptism.

DATIUAA & LEUUIATANRILNN
TNONNANLTAAIALYBIATOUATIL
AauNwInNNazidNWsTuRALN

Huey Nam Khek, Phitsanulok province (1957)
Youduin a.uaslng a.Rualan (weoo) 210

Ban Nam Khek, Nakorn Thai district, Phitsanulok province (1955)
thuldn a.uaslng 2.8ulan (wess)

An American Baptist pastor baptises a
Hmong couple

'3 a o o ad o a — - e - f-‘ .
ANFGUNRNTEBNIIBLUTINUNIWEIUURAAUN g = f f‘ o = L

WuAAgNTnsgentnnry Believers’ Confercace. - first bagtisms af While Mao
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A Hmong villager gives alms to
Buddhist monks of Tammacharik,
a state-supported project to
promote Buddhism among ethnic
highlanders since 1964.

BUIUTIANUINTNTERIZ AN
TAs9nTnaesssuain Sy
Tnsonnsitaduayulaessing W
LEREWT NN EANAUTUug LT
vuRufige Tuud I w.e. weoc

Mae Rim district, Chiang Mai pravince (1992)
2.4 A.8asny (weme)

Wat Benchamabophit, Bangkok (1996)

FALUYIUIYNA NTINNT (weas)

Each year, young ethnic men ordinate as
monks under the State-supported
Thammacharik project. The ceremony
takes place in Bangkok and they then
travel back to Chiang Mai to spend the
Buddhist lent in Wat Srisoda.
Tugaadawssunvesusasl saenyuann
nauanAnugazdnnsgUanunidunseaelly
1ATINITEITUARNANTINNWT wazazly
WTTERgNTnATlanludendnigesiny
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Ban Pa Pae, Mae Sarieng district, Mae Hong Son province (1968) A ceremony organized by NOSUUNBYUTNIIANL
tutut e.udgziFey A.uldaReu (weoo) local Buddhist monks to =

. Wunwnsangtingu
entice Lua students to ) ve
become Buddhist followers. MUWIz&eivinsiiu
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Schooling
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Among most of the ethnic highlanders, transmission of
knowledge traditionally relied on oral tradition and practical
experimentation. Scripts were used in some rare cases (Karen and
Mien for example) for ritual performances accessible only to men.

Missionaries were the first to introduce formal education among
the highlanders. They created Romanised scripts for various
ethnic languages and taught both children and adults to use them.
In addition, they also set up hostels for ethnic children who went
to study in the lowlands and provided some of them with financial
support when they were able to continue their studies after
secondary school. Many of these young highlanders became civil
servants, employees of private companies or local priests.

Formal education in Thai language was progressively
implemented in the highlands after the mid-1960s. Border patrol
police initially carried it out in order to promote literacy in Thai

language, instil nationalism among ethnic people and facilitate
the implementation of highland development programs.
Boarding schools were also set up both for highland and lowland
poor children. In the early 1970s, regular schools under the
Ministry of Education expanded into highland areas. After the
mid-1980s, non-formal education centres were also created for
children and adults. Since the mid-2000s, an increasing number of
ethnic students manage to follow-up their studies in

public universities, mostly in Ratachaphat University

(a former teacher college) but also in Thammasat University

and Chiang Mai University, which have each implemented
quotas for ethnic students.
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Ban Phami, Lamam district, Sekong province, Laos (1995) Raising up the Thai national flag before AN WEIEF ENL LN
tuundl a.uiang A.1%8958 (eeoa) the beginning of school class in Border  14i59.5¢1u 51.%.5.
Patrol Police school in an Akha village.

nytinuandn
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Mae Chan district, Chiang Rai province (1992)
2.U1AU A.1889978 (weae)

Ban Prang, Pua district, Nan province (1965)
Unulsm 8.1 AU (weos)

217

Ban Prang, Pua district, Nan province (1968)
PUnulsned e.17 .U (ecee)

215. The Ministry of Education has set up several primary education
centres for ethnic children in the mountainous areas. Adults are
also attending classes during the evening time.

216. Young ethnic students hosted at the Christian Hostel in Pua
watch one of their friends getting on the bus to Nan. He is leaving
for Chiang Mai to pursue his secondary education over there.

217. Teng is one of the ethnic students based at the Christian Hostel.
The picture is taken in early morning while leaving for school

215. NgengIAnEBNTlFdndsguenfsAnuRagusUluag LN
Faglvlugury IHdnFounudlnaniangag

216. dniSausfivennesadiausinetafuuaaiou 9
FusnUszamnslusdiasdnu iieazdasalUAnundeludondmdeadm
217. dnauuislunanneIgifouaninataanainuannlulsssau



Pua Christian Hostel, Pua district, Nan province (1968)
wawnesfay a.17 A.unu (e¢ee)

Nub and Kab came from a wWnuegeannugtinudeldiasauuy
highland Hmong village to LasfinuuMTainiFuunny

enter primary school in the s e
NHNTENTWANYITNNT

lowlands. As other young 3 v e 4 ¥
students they had fo wear the Waundnlsazuudszoulunusy

Thai school uniform and to get
their hair cut to follow the
regulations adopted by the Thai
Ministry of Education.
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Highlander Foundation, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (1978) , Manarom district, Chainat province (1980)
g1nugn a.1fes A.8u3lnl (wews) a.ulusud 2. 98U (wewn)

AY
d ©

Mr Panya Kirisathayakul gradutates from Mae Jo  {lyygyn Asdmena ¥1289AUisn Pongsri, a Hmong nurse ¢jnyr3 191919 By
University. He was the first Hmong in Thailand Tuﬂi:mﬂlmﬁﬁauwﬂ%mmm% student, graduates from wmﬁnqmwmmamam%

to graduate at BA level. He poses for photogra- . e o Manorom Christian al <
nanwTIiuWantuazlaluau NAINeaLWeUNaUluTUe

phy with his parents and Imogene Williams, a RS Nursing College
missionary from OMF working in Nan province, a8 L@?JU@‘VIU']H@U@WVLWJ{] L1

in front of the office of the Thai-Highlander AlvawdudvtuudAvinenuiugnad

Foundation. T IVSAUL
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Chiang Mai Orchid Hotel, Chiang Mai province (2008)
Tssusuidadliviaasamn oy a.dadlnl (wees)

e

Tesnsiannuazympun i uwiliedmingan
i 2551
25-20 fimno 2551
Towpamminsashadfon g v Sofmiussan Tmndait

Chiang Mai University, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2003)

uvnIngnatdasivg a.lieg Waslny (eees)

224

Chiang Dao district, Chiang Mai province (1998)
2.1 8u9n19 213891l (eees)

UaSHH lunwssususyUaua

Ts9iBauainesg

222. Ethnic sudents are posing for picture
with the representatives of Ministry of
Interior and of Chiang Mai University.
Chiang Mai University has established a
quota for ethnic students. Each year, 20 to
25 ethnic students are selected and receive
funding from the Ministry of Interior.

223. These students from Princess Ubonrat
secondary school are encouraged to wear
their ethnic costumes each Friday.

224. Hmong students dance at the
graduation ceremony of fellow Hmong
students. There are currently around 8o
Hmong students studying at Chiang Mai
University. While expressing an ethnic
identity is discouraged in schools, things
change for the ethnic students who reach
University level.

222. dnAnN¥INquIIANUFaNaAIWAUAIUNY
ANNTENTNUNIANLLATUNAINLNRLL TN
uuAnenaedsslnidanasslainlviiennsu
wAwugldlantaAnunluszaudyyns
UNANEBIANUG wo-we AUALlATUNU
nMsANEIAINNIzNTNUNIAlNand

223. UniBaulssFauEainguasaulasunig
dogTuliussnnsgauseantinlunnduans
224, UnAn¥IdaAus TUINUaanIUNITANEN
189Ul finAnunynnrivetsn co mily
unAnendededi annfiinagniinuvdaluls
Funisatuayuliuanssianunisgnawugiu
T5930u TuszAuunAnanay wantunle
Foungulaziansaanlsatnaaie
fiNN3dnAITLTUANLING UTNRWUE
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Claiming, Staging

e

Wb))

NNANIWAZUINEUINIAY

Policies implemented by the Thai state in highland villages
long presumed that the so-called “Hill Tribes” were all
recent immigrants and opium growers, and that they had
few ties to Thai people. As a consequence, many of them
were not granted Thai citizenship, a problem that still
hampers their access to mobility, healthcare or education.

Things changed after the mid-1990s. There was a growing
tendency for people in Thailand to think of themselves as a
more pluralistic society. There was also a “rediscovery” of
cultural diversity by an urban middle-class who started
touring the country, especially its northern regions. Margin-
ality and poverty did not disappear though and in some
areas, inequalities between lowlands and highlands even
appear greater than in the past.

In the meantime, having better access to education, ethnic
highlanders also became more aware of their status. They
started to organize themselves into pan-ethnic movements
and formed the Indigenous People’s Network in 2007. There
are currently 57 ethnic groups in Thailand who gather
regularly for cultural exchanges and political action, such
as Indigenous People’s Day on the gth of August each year.
They have proposed to government the creation of a
National Council of Indigenous and Ethnic Peoples.
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Mueang district, Mae Hong Son province (1968)
2.1009 A.uldaral (weoo)

Ceremony at which HM the King dedicated a royally-cast NAUBIAWUGANAITATULRAAWTTUMMALLAANTELANDE N

Buddha image as the palladium of the province. Ethnic LazwszUsusNBdunalusnunszsns R wszsmnunwseywnagy
highlanders are waiting for the arrival of the King and Queen. v . e
Uszanidasuldasaay
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Doi Inthanon, Chomthong district, Chiang Mai province (1966)

AAtAUNULY 9.99unad .8l (eews)

Princess Sirindhron visits a Karen village. Visits of royal family FURANTzIIWILERAAWTzsmaNL ULl o uTIINz T
nstefaLaunytinusnAwuguasaundngngsdiiudnlantanis

members are an opportunity for the ethnic people to show off

their identity and to claim an existence within the Thai nation. . fe ¢ A ww o & Ao
ya3rTNuNAWUg Nazliuansiinulununginulng
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National Cultural Centre, Bangkok (2010)
AU IUGTIUWIUTEWAlNY NTanmnWT (weea)

227. Representatives of the Kui ethnic group from
Northeast Thailand perform a show during the
International Cultural Festival organized in Bang-
kok for the 84th birthday of HM the King.

228. A parade was organized in Chiang Mai for the
8oth birthday of HM King Bhumiphol. Dara-Ang
people are recent immigrants to Thailand. They
received the visit of HM the King in the late 1990s
and a Royal Project was launched in their villages.
229. A representative of the Kachin ethnic group
dressed with a mix of urban and “ethnic” clothes
takes pictures of the parade

227. AunurnanganniIanzIusanidaaniany
N5LAAITAILSTTUTULMNTTUIMUSTTUUIUNTNA
fdntuRendunssfosinsumanifanszidiagin
Hl0dlUlaNNANTIATYNTLHULNTTHIATY Ga WITHY
228. yuaunenIznaiiadulania
WILUMAUIAANTELINDE MINTIATYWITLHUNWT T
Go WITH ¥ANTEad (Usnaea) Tunwidungueninug
fiiRsanawunanlszmAntnuT mo Tnau
wrsumauianssidnagilfiadaudoudaugueu
ezl lassnisnanaiienauimyting

220, FIUNULNITI (Nzdu) Imgﬂﬂ@wﬂizﬁi’%ﬂfﬁu
ANUNIUUUALRNLIIY BUGNAMWILILUOINEWTENS
WITUMRULAIWTELINDE 10

Tribal Museum, Chiang Mai province (2006 Tribal Museum, Chiang Mai province (2006

N = o ] 28 = - "
ANsAUTENLN 8.1fla A 8evl (eees) 2.18089 A8l (weex)
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Tribal Research Institute, Chiang Mai prov. (1964) Provincial Hall, Mueang district, Payao province (
aniudsusnain a.Liles A.dusinl (weoa) 230  ANANNANAIUITANLLEN B.18089 A nzien (weee)
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230. In the 1960s, Thai officials perceived all the minorities 230. TugAUNAITIE oawo F3lntuaInguanAawugnenuau

as immigrants in Thailand. Such misconceptions still exist genetuiinides arnudnladnsinanidesnssegnsnuaudaqiu
today. They are one of the reasons why many ethnic

villagers have problems accessing basic rights, LL@:Lﬂuwuﬁum%@mfﬂwn@uﬁﬁmwuquuwzgwqmumnm'l,u )
including citizenship. &I NSTUNUFIU URENEAady Al aufayniull

231. “Children are waiting for hope from the Minister (of 231. inggandautananwntininglitantmiasUszqu
Interior)”. A young Hmong boy is posing in front of a poster . < o o v v ode de o g e
during a meeting with Payao provincial authorities. There TEVINAIANTWAIULANTUN VLI UIMNTINAINIANWE LN UIqUUll

are presently around 200,000 stateless children in Thailand. wingnAwugnsldlasudysdlneuinfisgauaunu
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Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2009)
a.1d89 A.3edlvy (weew)

Ethnic villagers demonstrate against the Hat

dam during Indigenous Peoples’ Day. The dam was
supposed to be built on the Salween River at the
Thai-Burma border. Its construction has been
stopped since this demonstration.

BUUIIANUGIIAULEAIATUTUNITARATUNITRS
Feudndluiwnursuiniuides $5ldveaantsaing
Fautuutithanaziuuurouaulng - winfleanly
nasand@esAnAUaInvaneelie
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Ban Huey Yuark, Viengsa District, Nan province (1998) Ban Huey Yuark, Viengsa district, Nan province (2003)
Unuviaevaan 8.098981 .U (weeo)

233 v = \
UIUMILNLIN B.LIENRT .U (weeo) 234

233-234. A Mlabri man
plays the mouth organ
and dances for tourists.
Previously hunting and
gathering near the
Thai-Lao border, they
have been settled in Ban
Huey Yuak near a
Hmong village by Thai
authorities of the
Ministry of Human
Security and Social
Welfare. They are regu-
larly asked to go into the
forest to perform their
traditional way of life for
groups of tourists. Here,
they show how to cook
food using bamboo.

235. The Mani are a
hunter-gatherer
population living in the
South of Thailand. Three
young Mani men have
their picture taken with
two ladies from the
Northeast during the
celebration of
Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2011)

A, - o ‘ 235
& Bl 0.0 a.80dlvd (eeee)

233-234. yrauarufiuaudiuslitnraadiosny S5ldwinquenuanusfineviasidndndindenauaulng-ana use
gurunnsfituavaanlndtuguauts mnsnatnumaniiiingniontindudnlwiewanddddinafulidnresfiuony
AL UNNTUEAIITYIANRMNTAENTzUanllllaslunw
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dnanmiundeannnianziusandaanielususuinnudesd we. weee
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Doi Pui village, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2007)
tupatnly 8.18089 3.18890ml (weeo)

Khum Khantok Restaurant, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2013)
FuamnsAutulan a.ded A.3a3lnd (eees)

Chiang Mai University Art Center, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2007)
varalimusssy unndnanaulasing a.fias a.8udvny (eeeo)

236. Mirror image: a Hmong
photographer takes a picture of a Thai
tourist from Bangkok dressed in
Hmong costume in front of the village
museum.

237. An Akha elder demonstrates to
government officials how to use the
traditional swing during Indigenous
Peoples’ Day. The Akha erect a swing in
their villages before the harvest. This
practice is now part of a tradition
performed on many different
occasions, including commercial ones.
238. Lowland Thai employees of the
restaurant perform a so-called “ethnic
dance” for tourists.

236. WNRNBU : FNAIWTIIL
dnanwiinviaafienlnefiaauldygmas
agntinnnasiusingunu

237. thiingninadnislagednlv
Wimiinfissineglusnuduruin
Nuflaad wa. weeo lsuwdaufiy
gagntnazRnaaBeinfinytinulutag
Aeugaiiuifien wintaqiunslddedn
nszvinnuluvanalanta Inatawislu
yuruiafien
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Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2008)

2.1089 A8l (weeo)

Parade for ethnic rights recognition
during the celebration of International
Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

NTAUIVUIUTENSDIRNTBULHNINULT DS
Tudur U ulest] w.A. eeec
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Indigenous Peoples’ Day parade. The sign in the foreground reads
“No ID card = No access to health care services”. The demonstrators
ask for access to citizenship and basic rights, including health care,
education, land ownership and access to natural resources.

1
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Thaphae Gate, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2005)
Uszgyiuw a.1ile3 A.13u5ny (wees)



Three Kings Monument, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2008)
ayaNR3tia Nyt a.1ilny A.1305uy (weew)

Three Kings Monument, Mueang district, Chiang Mai province (2008)
auaN3tauN¥n3d a.1lles A.803lnl (weeo)

A representative of the
Indigenous Peoples’

Movement hands a petition to [N el g doums | gin antio S ioun
the head Of the Chlang Mal - ; iy - ; ; - , . . ke .. L : ”_ .ruf:- Lawoi) . » f""j‘.{
administration office. The a M \ " gaat "o - 4 | _ S AR ey Ty =8 d SiBe
petition reviews the problems — lgss == - | ), — " ;
faced by ethnic minorities 599 e e = ﬂ ﬁwnuunuﬁ
and possible improvements in | AStadanmu il /- . "HH?T'P'\'.'W;{ lﬂﬁ"ﬂmﬁ; ;

i ' ici we - eI gz § 0 _
Thai public policies. i : . mmo:ﬂ'ﬂ' uld oyp equal right nd ity to be Rege
Faunuruitinnulilastiudelaus - Hig - L ) seimsazAniefinanan g

Fananfetlyvnnauidoy
uazuanudledoyvadeulaunt
ABKUNUYBITTUNR

151



o1, 68, 69, 75, 92, 107, 108, 109, 119, 120, 141, 202
Witoon Buadaeng 795 tauas
02, 09, 42, 43, 44, 45 ,46, 47, 48, 49, 50, 52, 53, 55, 56,
57, 58, 63, 64, 65, 67,79 ,80, 106, 145, 146, 1
Peter Hinton (Courtesy of Elizabeth Hinton)
Uimas usu (ArumruayATIziaINedsIlus dusu)
03, 14, 34, 149, 161, 162, 163, 186, 187, 189, 230
Hans Manndorff a1ud unuinasnw
04, 05, 12, 139, 214
Lucien Hanks g8ty uasd
06, 122, 182, 183, 216, 217, 218, 219, 221
Imogene Williams laludu Jaiduud
07, 08, 167, 188
Clark Cunningham aania Auflsuay
10, 11, 13, 19, 20, 27, 28, 29, 30, 35, 36, 38, 39, 40,
51,54, 59, 60, 61, 62, 66, 78, 82, 85, 86, 90, 105, 113,
116, 117, 118, 128, 135, 144, 152, 165, 168, 169, 177, 178,
228, 229, 231, 236
Olivier Evrard 19d13a9 1anssa
15, 37
Patiphan Ayi Ufjn1u an
16, 77, 81, 87, 88, 89, 93, 101, 102, 103, 104, 110, 111,
112, 114, 115, 123, 124, 125, 126, 127, 130, 131, 136, 137,
138, 140, 142, 143, 153, 154, 155, 157, 159, 160, 175, 185,
211, 212, 223, 226, 233, 234
Wichian Khacha-Anan (courtesy of Tribal
Museum) Adus arnatduus
(ArzAuaYLATIEAAINANSAUYIINLN)
17 unknown liilsangFadinuniw
(Courtesy of Suchart Sethamalinee)
(ArEAUBYLATIENAIN ]UNF LATYIUNAT)
18, 70, 71, 151, 180, 181, 215, 222, 224, 232, 237, 238,
241
Prasit Leepreecha 1/5:&n% a3

Credits Picture 990190100 Y

21, 22, 76, 94, 95 ,96, 97, 98, 99, 150, 166, 170, 171,

172, 213, 225
Charles E Keyes v13ad 1w taiug

23, 24, 25, 205 Harry Thiel (Courtesy of Hmong
Catholic Center, Chiang Mai) ug% §a
(ArzArnuayAsizianAutilsnmadn Eudln)

26 Unknown (Courtesy of Friends without
Borders) liuUsnngBarjdnunw
(FruprnuaiiAsziannyaisimeuliwsuunu)

31, 32, 33, 204 Don Rulison
(Courtesy of Enabel Rulison)
ABU JAFU (AREANUBYIATIZVAINIAUNLUA JARU)

41 Richard Mann 313 unuil

72 Unknown (Previously published in Public
Welfare Journal vol 27 no. 3, May-June 1984.)
"Luﬂiﬂngﬁammﬂmw [mwuw“lmﬂimsniu
Uszmngansndiiit 27 atufl 3 - D.4. wewn)

73, 129, 235, 239, 242 Jakkrapong Aopradit
NTWIA aUTAES

74, 84 Phongsakorn Chaleunchutidet
WIANT LATYYALAY

83, 100, 227 Jukkam Mathuthaphan
INTAT UIONIWU

132, 133, 134 Somsiri Thanasarnwatana
AUAT FURNITTAIUN

147, 148 William Geddes (courtesy of the Tribal
Museum) 7alatu NALAR
(ArgANuaYLATIEAAINANSAnUYIINLN)

158 Siravit Patitham &53%0] Tnfsssu

91, 164 lﬁﬂiﬂﬂg%aﬁmﬂmw

173 Unknown (courtesy of Danish East
Asiatic Company, Bangkok Office)
luﬂiqngﬁﬂmmﬂmw (A28AINLBULATIEWINNUITEY
wnlly Basl @BUAN NTIMNWT)

174 Unknown (courtesy of Taen Nyi) lusnng
Fagaiunw (AraAuayATIzianLaud)

176 Ugrid Jomyim gnqual [auiy

179, 240 Apai Wanitpradit aziu nilvdusssiug

184 Unknown (courtesy of Mr Narong
Kittiyangkul) lusangdeddnaniw
(A28ANUBYLATIENIINUTIA ARFALINA)

190 Saksit Meesapkwang #naan3 fnsneang

191, 192, 193, 194, 196 Unknown
(courtesy of the Royal Office) lljﬂiﬂﬂg%ﬂ
NONENW (A8AUAYIATIZUAINENTNWTET1ETI)

195 Unknown (courtesy of Yuepheng Xlong)
luﬂiqﬂg”aawmﬂmw (AreAruayATIEAaINdalny 49)

197 Unknown (courtesy of Tawatchai
Charuprapatson) lsitsing@agdnanamw
(FasmnueyATziangfude angUsziass)

198 Jacques Lemoine annd 1aauiu

199 Unknown (courtesy of Nophadon
Saensongsiri) luﬂiqﬂgﬁoumﬂmw
(AEANUBULATIEAIINUNWAA UAUNTIAT)

200, 201 Unknown (courtesy of Robert
Cooper) lidsngfagaiuniw
(AazuArnuayasziannlsiisn qulas)

203 One of John Kuhn’s family members
(courtesy of Enabel Rulison) au1fnasaunin
AU (FatArnuaylATizianNiauIlua JARU)

201, 206 Nkiag Huj Yaj (fiug tns

202, 207 Nohan Arkniyarn Tuanu dafloynn

208, 209 Ernest E. Heimbach’s wife (courtesy of
Enabel Rulison) nssunaasiugs @ auunad
(ArEANUBYLATIERRINLBULLA JARU)

210 Unknown (courtesy of Enabel Rulison)
lutsangFadtnunw
(AaaArnuaYLATIERAINNEUNLLA JARU)

220 Unknown (courtesy of Thai- Highlander
Foundation, Mueang district, Chiang Mai
lusangieddnaniw
(ArzArnuayAsIziannlaludu Aalatud)






Pictures tell stories. They also bring people fogether. The pictures
presentedin this book depict the fransformations that have occurred
in the highlands of Northern Thailand over the last fifty years. They
come from the private collections of anthropologists, missionaries
and development expertfs, both Thai and foreign, and most of them
are displayed here for the first fime. These images invite us fo
reconsider highlanders’ cultures as intfimately linked to, rather than
separated from, those of the lowlanders. They also make us reflect on

the consfruction of anthropological knowledge in this region.
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